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President’s Piece

Brothers and Sisters,

Well, here we are.  The summer
months are upon us, and you know
what that means here in 2022?

Yes, it’s Convention time!  On August
4, CSA Fraternal Life will be conduct-
ing our 42nd Quadrennial Convention
here in the Chicago area, in Oak
Brook, Illinois to be specific.   As we
know, the Convention is the highest
authority in the governance structure
at CSA.  Among other things, approxi-
mately 80 delegates will be electing
CSA’s Board of Directors, and consid-
ering changes that have been proposed
to CSA Fraternal Life’s Bylaws.  In
addition, our delegates will be hearing
reports on CSA, and how our Society
has been doing both financially and
fraternally. 

And, of course, the month of August
also means that our Get-Together is
here as well.  The Get-Together will
formally begin on Friday, August 5,
and conclude on Sunday, August 7.  I

know the Get-Together committee has
been working hard on planning out the
events, which begin with a registration
and a hospitality reception, and con-
clude with a Sunday brunch.  In
between, there will be an outing on
Lake Michigan for those who are
interested, and two nice evenings in
which dinner, dancing, and all sorts of
fun will be had.  This is always one of
the most fun things that we do.  I’m
looking forward to seeing everyone
who can make the trip out to Chicago.  

As we approach Convention and Get-
Together time, from a personal stand-
point, my CSA work anniversary
always comes to mind.   It’s now been
10 years ago that I was hired as your
President, as I was “introduced” to
everyone at the 2012 Get-Together in
St. Louis.  I’ve mentioned a number
of times in these Journal articles of
how I’m humbled to lead CSA.  Well,
that obviously continues to this day,
and honestly even more after this past
decade.  I’m looking forward to the
next decade as CSA Fraternal Life 

continues to evolve with the times,
and adds to our 168 years of history.  

I wish everyone a happy and healthy
summer, and look forward into seeing
many of you in a few weeks.

Until next time,
Fraternally,

John J. Kielczewski, CLU, FLMI
President 

CSA Fraternal Life

2022 Get-Together and
Convention are Upon Us!

JULY/AUGUST 2022 — CSA JOURNAL — 3

John J. Kielczewski
President



CSA Journal (ISSN 0195-9050)

Published monthly—except bimonthly July/August by CSA

Fraternal Life, 2050 Finley Rd., Suite 70, Lombard, IL 60148.

Periodical Postage paid at Lombard, Illinois, and at additional

mailing offices. Subscription Rate: $12 per year, U.S. only.

Postmaster: send address changes to: 

CSA Journal, P.O. Box 249, Lombard, IL 60148. 

CSA Leadership
National Officers

John J. Kielczewski, President

Matthew Koski, Secretary/Treasurer

National Directors
Tom Ledvina

Iowa, Nebraska and Minnesota

Ken Dvorsky and Cary Mentzer

Northern Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin
Irma Farrell

California, Colorado, Kansas, and Texas
Diane DiBianca

Northern Ohio and Michigan
Connie Wolf

Missouri and Southern Illinois
Terry Placek

Southeastern Ohio and Western Pennsylvania
Carol Tranter

Florida, Maryland, Virginia, D.C.,
Eastern Pennsylvania and New Jersey

Paul Vavrasek

New York State and Connecticut

Home Office Hours

Monday - Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

A Dynamic Magazine “Dedicated to Our
Membership”

UREDNI ORGÁN JEDNOTY CESKOSLOVENSKYCH SPOLKU V
AMERICE

Phone: 800-543-3272

FAX: 630-472-1100

Email CSA: fraternaldept@csalife.com

Website: www.csalife.com

Editor: Cynthia Hall, CSAJournalEditor@gmail.com

Contributing Staff: Helen Gaydusek

CSA MISSION STATEMENT

CSA Fraternal  L i fe  is  a f raternal  benef i t

Soc iety that  prov ides fami l ies  wi th f inanc ia l

secur i ty  whi le  promot ing community 

involvement wi th vo lunteer ism. 

o v /

4 — www.csalife.com - JULY/AUGUST 2022

/ o

CSA Journal
Volume 135    No. 6   JULY/AUG. 2022

Interested in Bowling?

We need bowlers
for the 

National Bowling Congress.  

Email kdeegan@csalife.com



Today’s Fraternal
Looking Forward to Meeting More Members
Hello Brothers and Sisters,

I cannot believe we are one month away
from the Convention and Get-Together.
I am excited that my first Get-Together
occurs during a Convention year.  Not
only will I experience the fun-filled
events at a Get-Together, but I will also
see what happens during the
Convention.  What a great way to learn
even more about this historical society.

Everyone will find the hotel is in a great
location.  It is across the street from
Oakbrook Center.  There are great stores
and restaurants at this outdoor shopping
mall.  So if you’re a foodie or love shop-
ping, this is the place for you. 

The Convention planning has allowed
me to understand how Fraternal Benefit
Societies work.  It is excellent that all
Lodges have representation and that all
members are proud of CSA.  I have
learned about the Czech culture while
experiencing what a generous member-
ship base we have.  Everyone strives to
carry out charitable activities that help

out their communities.  

I look forward to meeting more mem-
bers at the hospitality suite.  Please say
hello.  If you have any questions or
ideas for the Fraternal department, that
would be an excellent time for us to sit
down and talk.  Then, make sure to have
a shot of Becherovka by the sunky.  I’m
looking forward to trying the
Becherovka.  Everyone tells me that is
something that I shouldn’t miss.

I’m looking forward to the group trip,
service project, and banquets.  Though, I
must admit that I am a little nervous
about talking to the Get-Together atten-
dees before the Board members present
the Fraternalist of the Year Award and
Candy Papuga presents the Kropik
Scholarship winner during the banquet
on August 6.  However, I’m sure all the
friendly faces will make me feel more at
ease.

Again, I look forward to meeting more
of the membership next month!  Keep
enjoying your summer months.  It will

be cold before you know it!

Fraternally,
Kelly Deegan

Fraternal Programs Manager
Lodge DuPage Pioneers/Edison No. 409

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com JULY/AUGUST 2022 — CSA JOURNAL — 5

Please send lodge articles
to:

csajournaleditor@gmail.com
by the 12th of the month prior.

(You will receive a 
confirmation email.)

Please address all Fraternal
inquiries to:

Kelly Deegan at
kdeegan@csalife.com
1.800.543.3272 x 4307
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The May meeting of the CSA Board of
Directors was called to order by Chair
Irma Farrell. All were present along
with Secretary/Treasurer Matt Koski.
The committee meetings were held dur-
ing the previous two weeks via Zoom.

Secretary/Treasurer Matt Koski reported
that our Annual Statement was sent to
the State of Illinois. Our annual testing
of the Disaster Recovery Plan that was
scheduled for April 1 went well and
CSA is prepared. All our cyber security
documents have been filed with the
states. IT manager Nick Kosmas contin-
ues to implement a monthly and
bimonthly phishing campaign. Our
phishing prone rate is 2.4% compared
with other industry small insurance
companies at 27.7% baseline.

In regard to the Annual Statement, the
Board met with Steven Niedenberger
via a Zoom meeting since he will short-
ly be attending the Convention. At that
time, he will advise the Finance
Committee of the Convention of the
findings from their audit. He went over
the Financial Statement of CSA and was

pleased to report there were no internal
weaknesses and that controls in place
are working well and there are no dis-
agreements with the management. He
reported that our surplus increased to
$4,216,401 as of December 31, 2021.

Even with the financial markets being so
volatile, Parkway Advisors, our finan-
cial advisor, in conjunction with our
Officers, have kept our portfolio on a
solid footing with all our securities rated
NAIC 1 and 2. I think you could get
whiplash watching Wall Street and the
markets with the ups and downs.

Kelly Deegan, our new Fraternal
Programs Manager, has been settling
into her new position. We appreciate her
efforts in taking over right before a
Convention and Get-Together and also
want to thank Helen Gaydusek and
Anna Trush for all their assistance.

The Board met with Barbara Rosi who
is the Parliamentarian for this
Convention and has served in that
capacity in a previous Convention. She
will be meeting with the Governance

Committee prior to the Convention, give
an orientation program before time to
the Convention, and will also be at the
Convention to answer any parliamentary
questions that may arise.

Just a note about the Gifts and
Donations Committee. That Committee
will consist of one member from each
Region and they will be asked to volun-
teer at the beginning of the Convention.

Thanks to individuals and lodges who
donated to help the Ukrainian people
during this very difficult time for their
country.

We are looking forward to seeing you at
the Convention and/or Get-Together on
the dates of August 3 - 7. If you have
any questions, please contact your
Regional Director.

Fraternally,
Irma Drahota Farrell

Chair

Board Report

The Convention delegates from Region
F are proposing the following changes
to CSA’s By-Laws, for consideration at
the 2022 Convention:

Article V, Section 2, subsection c) 9,
page 12

Have not reached age 76 by the date on
which the election is held.

Change to:

Have not reached age 72 by the date on
which the election is held.

Article VII, Section 1, Organization,
page 13

The Board of Directors shall consist of
up to eleven (11) members made up of
nine (9) Regional Directors, the
President of the Society and one (1)
optional Board-appointed Director.

Change to:

The Board of Directors shall consist of
up to eleven (11) members made up of
nine (9) Regional Directors, the
President of the Society and one (1)
optional, non-voting Board-appointed
Director.

Fraternally,
Deborah Zeman

on behalf of the Regional Delegates
CSA District Council No. 13

Missouri and So. Illinois

Proposed Changes to the By-Laws

May 2022
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Message from the Secretary

Greetings Brothers and Sisters,

We are officially in the heart of sum-
mer.  I hope those of you with school-
aged children and grandchildren have
enjoyed all that summer break brings.
Going to waterparks, fairs, and theme
parks is so much fun.  The
July/August issue of the Journal fea-
tures family fun.  If you want to share
what your family has been doing to
enjoy the summer, please feel free to
share with your CSA friends.   Your
pictures may give other members of
our Society new ideas to keep their
families entertained.

Speaking of family fun, have you
made plans to attend the Convention
and Get-Together in  Oak Brook,
Illinois this August?  It is always fun
to reconnect with old friends and to
make new friends at the Get-Together.
One of my favorite parts of the long
weekend events is the Hospitality
Suite.  You can stop in for a bit of
refreshment and, of course, get your

Šunky and its obligatory shot of
Becherovka. Take some time to catch
up with everyone.  The Sunday
Brunch always provides an exciting
presentation.  And the service project
is fun as we give back to those in
need.

Don’t forget that the Convention will
be on Thursday, August 4, and the
Get-Together festivities will start on
Friday, August 5.  Please check out the
CSA Facebook page and this edition
of the Journal for additional informa-
tion regarding the upcoming events.
If you have any other questions, do
not hesitate to contact the Home
Office for more details.

We hope you took a moment to appre-
ciate our great country on July 4.
Share your heritage with your children
and grandchildren, and then explain
why their Czech ancestors made the
courageous decision to move to a new
country where they could experience
freedom and opportunity. 

I look forward to seeing everyone next
month!

Fraternally,
Matthew Koski

Executive Secretary/COO/CRO

Matthew Koski
Executive Secretary/COO/CRO

Looking for Family Fun?
Join Us at the Get-Together in August

The Ukrainian people are in the midst of a war, which is taking its toll on everyone around the world. 

There is an organization in need of our support. Therefore, any donation made to the Ukrainian Youth Camping
Organization, Inc. or any other organization that is a 501(c)(3) making donations to this  ‘disaster’  would qualify for a 50
percent match with the CSA Serves Program.  Your lodge will earn a point for your donation (LRP Page 5, item #7.
Maximum two points, two separate donations.  Maximum limit of $1,500.00 per lodge does apply.)

Please send your donation to the Home Office, Attention: Fraternal Department, so you are given credit and your lodge is
listed in the Journal. Please use the standard donation form that you would use when sending a donation to any organiza-
tion, with the check made payable to:    

Ukrainian Youth Camping Organization, Inc.
2118 W. Chicago Avenue

Chicago, IL 60622

Once your donation is received, we will process the matching funds and forward a copy to your lodge.

Ukrainian Relief Fund
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Miss CSA

Dobry Den Brothers and Sisters,
Summer is finally here, and what an
exciting summer it has been! My last
final was May 13, so I am officially on
summer vacation! This semester was
filled with many ups and downs, but
overall, I am very happy with my
grades, and I even achieved my goal of
being on the dean's list again this semes-
ter! Although I am very excited to be on
summer break, the end of this semester
was bittersweet because one of my best
friends, Eddie, graduated this semester.
He, my best friend Nikki, and I had
almost all of our classes together, so it
will be weird next semester not having
Eddie with us. But I am so happy and
excited for him, and in honor of Eddie
graduating, Nikki and I, as well as some
of our other friends, decided to take a
trip to Puerto Rico! The trip was amaz-
ing, and I had so much fun!

We arrived in Puerto Rico on May
18. On our first day, we explored San
Juan and visited El Morro, a giant fort
the Spanish built to control trade routes.
San Juan was beautiful and learning
about the history of El Morro was so
fascinating. On the second day, we took
a ferry to Culebra, a tiny island off the
coast of Puerto Rico. We spent the
whole day on the beach, and it was per-
fect. The ocean was so clear, and the
water was at the perfect temperature;
even the sand was soft! We had so much
fun swimming and exploring the beach.
The island had been used as a military
training site, so nine abandoned tanks
were scattered around the island, and we
found two of them! The next day we
went to El Yunque National Park and
hiked to two different waterfalls! I have
loved waterfalls since I was a child so
getting to see two and swim under them
was one of the trip’s highlights! 

One of my favorite parts of the trip
was seeing Nikki’s family. Nikki’s mom
is originally from Puerto Rico, so while
we were there, we went to her grand-
ma’s house for dinner and met her
extended family! Dinner was divine; we
had tostones, which are fried plantains,

chicken, pork, rice, and beans. Then for
dessert, we had cookies and brownies!
We were all so full we could barely
move! After dinner, Nikki’s cousin Jose
took us to La Parguera, a boardwalk
near our Airbnb. It was so much fun.
There were little vendors selling food
and cute souvenirs all over. The best
part was that there was music every-
where! We stayed there dancing the
bachata, salsa, and meringue for hours!
Overall, it was an amazing trip. I had so
much fun with my friends, and I hope I
get to go back soon. 

Now that I am back in Iowa, I am
working full-time as a Quality
Engineering Intern in Cedar Rapids. So
far, I have enjoyed my time at Collins,
and I look forward to learning more and
more as the summer goes on!

I hope you all are enjoying your sum-
mers, and I look forward to seeing many
of you at the upcoming Get-Together!

Fraternally, 
Emily Nejdl

Summer is Finally Here!
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With school out, summertime brings
long, carefree days of play and fun. It
can be easy to forget how much children
learn through play, but they have a nat-
ural sense of curiosity. With a little
thought and a few supplies, summer is a
perfect opportunity to revitalize their
innate love of learning that may be a bit
squashed after a year of academic pres-
sures, tests and schedules.

“At this time of year, we often hear fam-
ilies express concern about children los-
ing academic skills during summer
break,” said Sue-Ann Lively from
KinderCare’s education team. “The
pressure to add academic learning to
summer can lead to increased anxiety,
which isn’t helpful for parents or chil-
dren. Children retain what they learned
best when they’re engaged and interest-
ed in what they’re doing. As we head
into summer, think about the skills your
child learned during the school year and
how you could incorporate those skills
into activities your child enjoys doing.”

Consider these three tips to help your
family incorporate learning classroom
concepts in summer fun and nurture

your children’s love of learning through
real-life applications.

1. Build on classroom skills
Practicing writing may not be at the top
of your children’s summer activities
lists. However, writing might be more
appealing if it led to something fun, like
a card or letter from a relative or friend.
By encouraging your children to write to
pen pals, like friends or family mem-
bers, they will not only practice their lit-
eracy skills by writing letters and read-
ing replies, but also work on important
executive function skills by learning to
manage anticipation while waiting for a
response. Even children who are too
young to write can participate by draw-
ing pictures and dictating the captions to
family members.

2. Go outside
A walk around the neighborhood can
turn into an opportunity to build STEM
skills by observing changes over time.
As you and your children walk, ask
questions, make predictions and discuss
what you see. This way, you’ll be form-
ing hypotheses and analyzing your
results, just like scientists.

3. Find learning opportunities in reg-
ular activities
Cooking provides a variety of opportu-
nities to work on math skills. For
younger children, that could mean get-
ting two carrots and one apple for a
recipe. For children who are learning
fractions and multiplication, that might
mean figuring out how much of an
ingredient to add, such as “If the recipe
calls for 1/2 cup of flour and we’re dou-
bling the recipe, how much flour do we
need?”

Board games are another opportunity to
build academic skills, like math and lit-
eracy; executive function skills, like
waiting for their turn; and social skills,
such as being a gracious winner.

Additionally, read with your children
daily and help them find opportunities to
practice reading skills, such as reading
signs aloud at the park or reading books
out loud to other family members.

For more ideas to help children learn
through play, visit kindercare.com.

Three Fun, Easy Ways to Keep Kids Learning
During Summer
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Family vacations are a great way to bond and take a step back
from the hectic schedules that accompany everyday life, but
sometimes time or money (or both) make planning an elabo-
rate trip a non-starter.

However, a staycation - a vacation you take right in your
hometown (or nearby) - can be much less expensive and fit
into nearly any amount of available time with the added bonus
of skipping out on potentially stressful travel.

Consider these staycation ideas to take advantage of your
local area’s attractions and prove you don’t have to go far to
spend quality time together.

Visit local landmarks. Just because it’s not a traditional vaca-
tion doesn’t mean you can’t pretend to be tourists. Start by
visiting the places you recommend to friends and family from
out of town or pick up a city guidebook to uncover hidden
spots you may not even know exist. Make a plan to seek out
historic sites, visit local landmarks like museums, or try an
out-of-the-way restaurant (or two) you’ve never eaten at
before.

Camp out in the backyard. Camping doesn’t have to be
done far from home. In fact, it can be done right in your own
backyard. Pitch a tent to sleep under the stars and plan a night
full of traditional camping activities like roasting s’mores,
telling spooky stories by flashlight and trying to identify stars
and constellations. 

Set up a picnic in the park. Pack a basket with sandwiches,
fruit, and other treats and head to the park. You can enjoy a
casual meal then take advantage of the open space for a family
walk or game of tag before retreating to the playground to let
the little ones expel any leftover energy.

Have a home spa day. If you’re looking for some relaxation
but don’t want to splurge on the full spa treatment, plan an at-
home oasis instead. Light some candles, run a bubble bath,
and break out the facial masks and fingernail polish.

Visit an amusement park. No matter where you live, there’s
probably an amusement or water park within driving distance.
A quick online search before you arrive can help prepare a
strategy for hitting the most popular thrill rides and water-
slides while skipping those that may not provide quite the
same entertainment value. 

Find more tips and tricks for enjoying family time together at
eLivingtoday.com.

Get Away Without Going Away
Five family staycation ideas that won’t break your budget
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Longer days and lighter schedules make
summer perfect for relaxing, having fun
outdoors, and spending time with loved
ones. However, more physical activity
and time spent in the sun can also trans-
late to increased health and safety risks.

As you and your family enjoy the
warmth and sunshine while swimming,
biking, grilling, playing on the play-
ground, and more this summer, remem-
ber these precautions from the experts at
the American Heart Association.
Watch for Signs of Heat Stress
On hot summer days, be alert for signs
of heat illnesses, such as heat cramps,
heat exhaustion or heat stroke. Even
when it doesn’t seem extreme, heat and
humidity can take a toll. Some signs of
heat-related illness include muscle pain,
cramps or spasms; heavy sweating;
paleness; dizziness; headache; nausea or
vomiting; confusion; fainting or uncon-
sciousness; high body temperature
(greater than 100 F) with dry skin; and
rapid pulse. If you experience any of
these symptoms, take a break, drink
some water and find shade or air condi-
tioning to cool off. If symptoms worsen
or vomiting occurs, seek medical atten-
tion.
Stay Hydrated
Staying hydrated is important for opti-
mal body functioning, especially during
the hot and humid months. If you plan
to spend a lot of time outdoors, fre-
quently consuming water and foods with
high water content – melons, lettuce,
and cucumbers, for example – can help
replace the fluids lost via sweat. In addi-
tion, be aware of the signs and symp-
toms of mild dehydration, including a
dry or sticky mouth; dry, cool skin;
headache; or muscle cramps. More
severe cases may include dry, shriveled
skin; irritability or confusion; dizziness;
rapid heartbeat; rapid breathing; fatigue;
and unconsciousness. 
Learn CPR
As summertime activities expose people
of all ages to risks, it’s important to be
trained in CPR – or cardiopulmonary
resuscitation – an emergency lifesaving

procedure that is performed when the
heart stops beating. If performed imme-
diately, it can double or triple a cardiac
arrest victim’s chance of survival,
according to the American Heart
Association. However, only about 40%
of people who experience out-of-hospi-
tal cardiac arrest receive help before
professionals arrive.

Because about 74% of adult and
87.5% of child out-of-hospital cardiac
arrests happen in homes, you will likely
be trying to save the life of someone you
love – a child, spouse, parent or friend –
if called upon to perform CPR. Hands-
Only CPR is recommended for members
of the general public who see someone
suddenly collapse. Call 9-1-1, or send
someone to do so, then push hard and
fast in the center of the person’s chest
until medical assistance arrives. Use an
AED, if available, following the
prompts. Conventional CPR is the next
step and involves chest compressions
and mouth-to-mouth breathing but
should only be used by health care pro-
fessionals and those trained to perform it
correctly.
Protect Skin from the Sun
While it’s easy to get caught up enjoy-
ing activities outdoors, remember to
take steps to protect your skin from the
sun’s damaging rays. Limit your time in
the sun, especially during the midday
hours when the rays are strongest, and
wear sunscreen to help reduce your risk
of sunburn, skin cancer, and the early
onset of wrinkles. Experts recommend
sunscreen with an SPF of 30 or higher.
Wearing sunglasses, a hat, and cool,
long-sleeved clothing can further limit
exposure when outdoors for long peri-
ods of time.
Play Safe
Each year, emergency departments treat
more than 200,000 children under the
age of 14 for playground-related
injuries, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
Choose age-appropriate parks and play-
grounds for your children and keep pre-
cautions like these in mind: teach chil-

dren to take turns as pushing or rough-
housing can result in accidents or
injuries, check metal slides before use to
prevent burns, remind kids to be careful
walking near moving swings, and
encourage them to go one at a time on
slides that are clear of other children.
Also be sure to use proper protective
gear for other outdoor activities like bik-
ing or watersports and have a first-aid
kit on-hand, complete with bandages,
gauze pads, medical tape, antibiotic
ointment, antiseptic wipes or spray, and
aspirin.
Swim Safely
Whether enjoying the pool, beach, lake
or river, bodies of water can be danger-
ous if appropriate precautions aren’t
taken. In fact, drowning is among the
top five causes of unintentional injury
death in the United States, according to
the CDC. Avoid swimming alone, espe-
cially in natural bodies of water that
aren’t clear and may present strong cur-
rents or underwater obstacles, and don’t
overestimate your swimming ability.
Designating an undistracted “water
watcher,” wearing life jackets, ensuring
someone in your group knows CPR, and
avoiding alcohol consumption are also
safe practices to keep in mind while
swimming.
Be Smart with Fire
Firing up the grill and lighting fireworks
are often synonymous with summer-
time, but open flames pose safety haz-
ards. Never leave a grill unattended,
always grill outdoors, and keep children
and pets away from the grilling area.
When it comes to fireworks, keep a safe
distance once lit, don’t point fireworks
toward anyone’s face or body, never
allow young children to play with them,
avoid relighting fireworks that do not
function properly, and keep a bucket of
water or fire extinguisher nearby when
lighting.

For more tips on CPR and first aid,
visit cpr.heart.org or download the
Knowledge Booster app.

Source - American Heart Association
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“This weekend, the T.G. Masaryk
School in Chicago celebrated its 100th
year of existence. The institution was
established in Chicago’s suburb of
Cicero in 1921, when tens of thousands
of Czech immigrants already lived in the
city. Today, it’s the only beacon of
Czech culture in a predominantly
Hispanic neighborhood.   

“Ach synku synku,” the favorite song of
the first Czechoslovak president Tomáš
Garrigue Masaryk, marked the start of
the centennial celebrations at the Czech
School in Chicago, bearing the late pres-
ident’s name. On the occasion, the
school’s principal Klára Moldová
unveiled a stone engraved with the num-
ber 1921, the year the school was found-
ed: 
“I found the stone last year when I was
cleaning the room where we have our
boiler and washing machines. It was
turned to the wall so you couldn’t see it
properly.” 
“I took it out and at first I was going to
throw it away because it was cracked in
the middle, but then I turned it over and
noticed it had a year written on it. We
eventually placed it in its original loca-
tion in the outside corner of the build-
ing.”

Among the people who attended the cel-
ebrations was Andrew Bultas, president
of the Czech School, who was born to
Czech parents in the nearby Pilsen dis-
trict in 1935. He recalled the hardships
the school faced in the early 2000s,
when he was appointed its president:
“I inherited a building that was falling
apart. The people who had it before me
wanted to sell it. I think some of the old-
time Czechs thought the school would
just stay here forever. But you have to
maintain it.” 

But with Ms. Moldová’s arrival in the
newly created position of full-time
teacher and principal ten years ago,
things began to change, explains her
colleague Irena Čajková:
“She succeeded in connecting the school

with the old Czech clubs, from the
Friends of the Bohemian National
Cemetery to the Czech American
Congress.”

“Financial support started coming in
from these people, who realized rela-
tively early on that we were one of the
few functioning Czech organizations
here.”

Hand in hand with the money for the
reconstruction, new pupils enrolled and
the number of teachers has grown to six.
Today, the Czech school is thriving and
apart from weekend classes for children,
it also offers courses of Czech for
adults. 

On the occasion of its 100th anniver-
sary, a delegation from the Czech Senate
awarded Klára Moldová and her team
Jan Amos Komenský and Merit for
Diplomacy medals.

“I must admit that when I stood on the
podium here, I felt a great sense of pride
and also a sense of satisfaction. I would
say that the whole school, as well as
Masaryk’s personality, shaped my ten
years here in the United States.”

Klára Moldová, the principal of the
Czech School, is now retiring after ten
years in the position, but she will remain
in town and continue to work with the
school.

Authors: Jan Kaliba,Ruth Fraňková

The Czech newspaper called
“Hospodarske Noviny” also published
an article about T.G. Masaryk School
and its 100th anniversary on June 7,
2022. 

Additionally, T.G. Masaryk School was
recently featured on Czech prime news. 

https://archiv.hn.cz/c1-67078970-
zachrana-ceske-skoly-v-chicagu-pred-
10-lety-v-ni-byli-svabi-a-mysi-a-hrozilo-
j i - z b o u r a n i - t e d - o s l a v i l a - 1 0 0 -
narozeniny?fbclid=IwAR1KaTUFDPM1
rESiuJp_JRtDGgpakHo6rkQIyJkGuNck
Na83IBAO9uLVyEg

Andy Baltas and Ken Dvorsky are
with the Minister of Foreign Affairs
Jiri Krátky. Andy just signed the con-
tract for the new teacher to come
from the Czech Republic to the T. G.
Masaryk School. 

Superintendent of  T. G. Masaryk
School Klára Moldová and the
President of the Czech Senate Miloš
Vystrčil. He received a map of the
USA and Canada showing where all
the Czech schools are located.

Authors:Jan Kaliba and Ruth Fraňková

Reprinted with permission:
https://english.radio.cz/czech-school-

chicago-celebrates-100th-anniversary-
8752603

T.G. Masaryk School in Chicago 
Celebrates 100th Anniversary
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Our Heritage Needs a Restoration
The Bohemian National Cemetery was
founded in 1877 by Chicago Bohemian
Freethinkers. Today, in addition to being
a traditional cemetery, it hosts tours,
programs and activities to make the
cemetery and its period architecture and
monuments known to local, national,
and international audiences. Many CSA
lodge members have visited BNC to
honor relatives interred there, to refresh
the grounds on Join Hands Day, or to
visit the unique monuments and
Columbarium. It was placed on the
National Registry of Historic Places in
2006.

The Crematorium/Columbarium
Building sits to the right of the Main
Entrance road. It was the idea of
Frantisek Zdrubek, editor of “Svornost,”
the Bohemian-language newspaper of
the Community of Freethinkers in 1870
Chicago. Its architect, Frantisek Ranak,
submitted the design in 1913. John
Anton Mallin was the artist who did the
decorative painting in Ceremony Hall
and Central Foyer. Housing the cre-
mains of loved ones, including Chester
Fostle, Ladaslav Hajek, and Blanche
Rehak of Chicago’s Eastland Disaster of
1915, its Ceremony Hall displays deco-

rative features and craftsmanship not
found in other Chicago area cemeteries.
On its walls, you will see the coats of
arms of Czech fraternals and organiza-
tions of the period. 

In 2004, Friends of Bohemian
National Cemetery was organized to
promote and preserve the historical and
artistic heritage of the cemetery. One of
FBNC’s special projects is the
Columbarium Restoration Project. We
are a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corpora-
tion and have received financial support
from our members, CSA lodges, the
Driehaus Foundation, grants from the
Czech Republic, and many other gener-
ous donors.

As with your residential mainte-
nance, repairs and restoration are
extremely plentiful and money is not.
Especially urgent is the restoration work
on the Columbarium’s “cheek walls.”
These are the lower walls hugging the
stairs at the entrance and porch. It comes
down to safe access and critical mainte-
nance of the large curved limestone
blocks that form the impressive entrance
walkway. The stairway entrance and
tuck-pointing the North Entrance facade
are significant parts of the multi-year
Columbarium Restoration Project.  

Read more about BNC at our website
www.friendsofbnc.org. See the film,
“Czechs in Chicago” being aired on
WTTW Channel 11 on Public Television
to learn more about the cemetery and its
role in the Czech and Slovak
Communities. If you or your lodge is
looking for a place to donate funds and
you care deeply about the preservation
of our historical site, we urge you to
support the Columbarium Restoration
Project. It will be one of the most endur-
ing contributions you or your lodge will
make this year! 

Fraternally grateful, 
Sis. Linda Burton 

Member/President Lodge No. 409
Member of Friends of BNC, Publicity
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Our Heritage Needs a Restoration



District Council

District Council No. 10, Northern Ohio –  Our meeting was
held on June 2 at the Parma/Snow Library with 13 members
present: Mary Ann Toncar, Donna Stepka, Diane DiBianca,
Kris and Bruce Marek, Johnny Weiss, Winifred Shima, June
Karecki, Karen Buzek, Tony and Judy Genco, Marsha

Gorman, and me.
Diane congratulated Jan Russell for her 1st place Photo

Contest entry and its placement on the Journal front cover.
The District Council Picnic will be held on July 21 at noon

at the DTJ. We will have burgers and other picnic accouter-
ments; we will also have some games to play.  

The District Council meetings will now be May, July,
September, and November at 10 a.m. on the first Thursday of
the month.

The District Council Christmas luncheon will be on
December 1 at noon at L. A. Pete’s.

The Christmas/Pin Party will be December 11 at noon.
Details will be provided at the District Council Picnic.

Mary Ann read an excerpt from a book that Hank Huerster
(former President) kept for meetings. Things were different
back then!

Thank you, Diane, for the doughnuts for our snack! 
Out next meeting will be on September 1 at 10 a.m., tenta-

tively at the Garfield Library.

Fraternally,
Annette Reichman    

Picnics and Parties Planned
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Lodge Happenings

Tickets to Tigers v. Giants Available
Lodge Pingree No. 366, Dearborn Heights, Michigan –
Greetings Sisters and Brothers! I hope everyone is healthy and
enjoying the warm summer weather. It’s nice to be able to
enjoy the outside! On May 14, Lodge Pingree hosted their
49th Annual Bowling Social. We were honored to have
Heather and Matthew Koski bowl along with Jerry Vimr and
me. There were 18 guests. The scores may not have been
tremendous, but we had a ball attempting! Lunch was served
at Garden City Presbyterian Church following the bowling.
I’m hoping that we can get a large lodge member turnout for
next year’s Social, because it will be our 50th.

Lodge Pingree has tickets for the Detroit Tigers vs. the San
Francisco Giants at Comerica Park, Tuesday, August 23, at

7:10 p.m. Ticket prices are $20.00 for guests, and $10.00 for
members. Contact me at 734-751-8013 if you would like to
go. If you need a ride, let me know.

Members, again I am asking for your participation at lodge
meetings, events, and help in general. Marie, Jerry, and I can’t
keep our Lodge afloat without your help pitching in. If anyone
has any new ideas for functions or meeting times and places,
please contact any of us. We especially need some young
blood!

Fraternally yours,
Jeff Teichman 

Lodge Estlian No. 404, Fairview
Heights, Illinois –  Hello, members – It
was so nice catching up with some of
you at our luncheon on June 5.  A small
group of us met at the Chase Park Plaza
in St. Louis, and we had a few guests
join us:  Mike and Connie Wolf from
District Council No. 13, and Karen
Montgomery, our region’s new life
insurance servicing agent.  Karen can be
reached at 314-353-9733 or by email at
Info@masterlymutual.com if you have
any life insurance questions or wish to
purchase a policy for a new member.

We caught up on some business.
Mike Kupinski and I will attend the Get-
Together August 5 – 7 in Oak Brook,
Illinois, as well as the Convention which
is the Thursday prior.  We’ll be sure to
share what we learn at our next meeting
which will be on Sunday, September 11

at noon at Porter’s Steakhouse, 1000
Eastport Plaza Drive, Collinsville,
Illinois.

If you haven’t already done so and
wish to be updated and attend meetings,
please send your contact information
(email and phone number) to us:
michaelkupinski@yahoo.com  and 
libbyrich4@gmail.com or 618.978.5869
so we can add you to communications.
We’ll use this going forward to let you
know the details of meetings, lunches,
and other activities.  If you already did
this, you’re on the list!

Planning ahead, we’ve set the date
for our Christmas party.  We will cele-
brate on Sunday, December 4 with the
location TBD.  We hope to see many of
you and, if we have enough in atten-
dance, we’ll bring back some Bingo
games for old times’ sake.

Don’t forget, we’re supporting “CSA
Serves” through “Trekking for Trash” in
Fairview Heights.  Anyone is welcome
to join this group that cleans up streets
throughout Fairview Heights.  If inter-
ested, join us at 8 a.m. on the second
Saturday of each month in the parking
lot behind the Fairview Heights
Walgreens.  Trash bags, safety vests,
and pickers are provided.  Please bring
your own gloves.  You’ll help to keep
the city clean while getting some exer-
cise. Your efforts also result in a dona-
tion of $2.50 per hour per member to the
organization!  Feel free to contact me
directly for more information.

I look forward to hearing from you
and hope to see you at our September
and/or December lunch meetings.

Fraternally,
Libby Rich

Trekking for Trash
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Brookfield No. 475, Lombard,
Illinois – CSA Home Office in Lombard
was the location for our May 10 meeting
at which time we held an installation
ceremony.  The list of officers for 2022
has not changed from last year.  Board
member Ken Dvorsky conducted the

ceremony.  For the time being, we’ve
changed our meeting date to the second
Tuesday of each month at noon at the
Home Office in Lombard.

Lodge Brookfield members partici-
pated in Join Hands Day on May 22 at
Lidice Park in Crest Hill, Illinois.  No

one could have asked for better weather!
We worked alongside other CSA mem-
bers, volunteers from around the neigh-
borhood, and even the mayor of Crest
Hill himself.  The park was looking
great when we finished, in time for the
80th Annual Lidice Commemoration on
June 12.  Crest Hill, Illinois and
Phillips, Wisconsin are the only two
communities in the U.S. that commemo-
rate this tragedy.

We are looking forward to attending
the CSA Convention and the Annual
Get-Together in August this year in Oak
Brook, Illinois.  It will be an excellent
opportunity to reconnect with many
friends whom we haven’t seen in a
while.  I would personally like to recom-
mend that you sign up for the Saturday
outing on the Tall Ship Windy.  We our-
selves have experienced this skyline
cruise several years ago and it was quite
memorable!  How often do you have an
opportunity to sail aboard a four-masted
tall ship?

Lastly, congratulations to youth
member Karel Kuttler, who had a fan-
tastic time in the Junior Bowl-o-Rama
this year.  Good job, Karel!

We hope to see everyone at our July
12 lodge meeting at noon at CSA Home
Office.

Fraternally,
Kimberly Silhan

Join Hands Day at Lidice Park
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Yankee-Jungmann No. 77, Lombard, Illinois – Our
May meeting was a fun one with lodge member Nancy
Pohanka presenting a card making session. Each member
made 12 cards with different designs and greetings. Nancy
has been doing this with our lodge for over 15 years. Roberta
was a special guest who joined us for this event. 

Three members from our lodge - Cindy Bueneman, Ken
Dvorsky, and Mary Ellen Janda - volunteered to clean up the
Lidice Memorial in Crest Hill, Illinois. We spent two hours
pulling weeds, trimming tree branches, raking, and sweeping
debris on the ground. 

The Bohemian Crystal was our meeting place for June. We
enjoyed some good food, tasty desserts, and socializing. 

Lodge member Chuck Michalek recently gave a tour at the
Bohemian National Cemetery to  Senate members of the
Parliament of the Czech Republic. These members were in
town to help celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the T.G.
Masaryk School in Cicero. They were  interested in seeing
Mayor Anton Cermak’s Family Mausoleum, the Eastland
Memorial, the Columbarium, and Masaryk Mausoleum.
Pictured is Chuck with Senate Parliament President Milos
Vystrcil. Chuck will also be giving a presentation at the Get-
Together on Sunday. Don’t miss his stories and history about
the Bohemian National Cemetery. 

It looks like our cool weather is finally breaking and warm

weather is around the corner.  Flowers are in bloom and the
grass cutting has begun at our house. Time flies quickly so
enjoy the summer with your family and friends.

Fraternally,
Mary Ellen Janda

Members Attended Lidice Memorial



20 — www.csalife.com - JULY/AUGUST 2022

Lodge Happenings

Lodge Woodrow Wilson No. 377,
Lombard, Illinois – Congratulations to
Lincoln Hamrin, who graduated from
Arbor Park Middle School as the recipi-
ent of multiple awards. He received the
American Legion Award, High Honors,
and The President’s Education Award.
Way to go, Lincoln – we join your par-
ents, Nancy and Donn, and grandfather

Larry Ebenroth in celebrating your
achievements!

Annabelle Porter, age 14 and the
founder of AKP Creative, is in our news
again. She’s one of the local artists
exhibiting and offering her work for sale
at the Brookfield Art Walk early this
summer. Annabelle has a line of 51
greeting card designs currently in stock;
she draws each design by hand using
pencil and marker and then has them
professionally printed in order to meet
the growing demand for her handiwork.
In 2022, Annabelle is donating a portion
of her proceeds to The LeaderShop, of
LaGrange, Illinois, an organization
which empowers youth to become com-
munity-minded individuals through its
diverse programs. Every other penny of
proceeds goes into her college savings
as she continues to plan for the future. 

Some of our lodge family joined togeth-
er in person on June 11 at McCook
Restaurant for a tasty Czech meal.    

We’re hoping also to be able to gath-
er later this summer, after the CSA Get-
Together, for a picnic. We will reach out
via email, Facebook, and phone when
plans are firmed up; so please make sure
that I have your current info. We would
love to see as many members as possi-
ble at any upcoming gatherings!

As always, don’t hesitate to reach out
and let me know if you want details in
order to join our meetings, our projects,
or any special events, or if you have any
news to share. Hope everyone is having
a great summer!

Fraternally,
Jean Hemzáček Laukant   
hemzacek.j@gmail.com    

630-915-9745  

Lodge Harrison/Hus/Garfield No.
378, Cicero, Illinois – Our June meet-
ing celebrated our parents and grandpar-
ents from the lodge. A surprise guest
was former secretary Collette Clayton
who was visiting her daughter and new
granddaughter in the area. Collette
brought us up to date on the family
move to South Carolina and her grand-

son Stanley, our young member. 
We enjoyed a visit with Czech

School teacher Klara Moldova, who
introduced us to her mother Jana who
was visiting. Klara brought us up to date
on the Czech teachers conference at
T.G. Masaryk School. We had visitors
from Canada, Europe, and many from
the United States. Another guest told us

of his new grandson who will be a
Lodge Sokol Plzen member. 

Members were informed of all dates
and times of the GTG and Convention.
Wishing all a healthy and good summer.
See all in September. 

Fraternally, 
Ken Dvorsky

Celebrating Parents and Grandparents

Congratulations Abound!
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Svetlo No. 277, Caldwell, Texas
–  On Sunday, June 5, CSA Lodge
Svetlo No. 277 met for their monthly
meeting.  The service project for the
month was bringing flowers to be placed
on unattended gravesites at the New
Tabor Cemetery.  We then went to the
cemetery with the New Tabor SPJST
youth group and cleaned up the
gravesites and placed the flowers.  This
is an annual event for our lodge and
greatly appreciated by the cemetery
association.  Many CSA members are
buried in this historic cemetery.  The
cemetery is over 130 years old and has a
Texas State Historical marker designa-
tion.  The first two buried in the ceme-
tery are related to my husband and son.    

In 1999, my son and CSA member
Kyle Skrabanek had the honor of raising
the flag and leading the Pledge of

Allegiance at the dedication of the
marker.  For more information, visit:

https://texashistoricalmarkers.weebly.co
m/new-tabor-cemetery.html

Fraternally,
Susan Skrabanek

Placing Flowers on Unattended Gravesites

Members Carol Petty, Shirley Vavra,
Susan Skrabanek, and Carolyn
Doonan get donated flowers ready
to put on the graves.  

Carolyn Doonan places flowers on
the grave of her grandparents,

Lodge Benjamin Franklin No. 02,
Seven Hills, Ohio – When President
Scott Krecow called for the bowling
report during the May 2022 meeting,
Captain Ken Burdzinski quietly cleared
the frog from his throat. Unfortunately,
all the hoopla and excitement for the
season’s finish was for naught. Our
Good Guys finished up a day late and a
dollar short so to speak, having bowled
very well, but ended up missing the
playoffs by several points. The other
teams in the 12-team league are quick to
compliment “the lodge” for the cama-
raderie and fun they have come to
expect when they are matched up at the
Seven Hills house of thrills.
Congratulations on another successful
season and the team has our full support
when things fire up again in late August!  

Brother Dave Kus (pictured top,
right) was brimming with pride as he
introduced his granddaughter, Madeline,
who was born on December 27, 2021.
Mom and Dad, Holly (Kus) and Ron
Worst, had everything under control as
the bright eyed baby Madeline was a
most well-behaved little lady during the
proceedings. Best wishes on this little

blessing!  
Congratulations to Denise

Gillombardo (pictured below) on
becoming grandma, or should I say
“Baba,” for the third time in the last sev-
eral years. Baby Riley Amelia greeted
everyone at 7:00 a.m. on April 24, 2022
weighing in at a healthy 7lbs, 15ozs and
21 inches in length.  Our best wishes to
Denise and new mom and dad, Valerie
and David Hendrickson!  

Have a relaxing and enjoyable sum-
mer. 

With fraternal regards, 
Jeff Zidlicky  

Welcome, Babies!
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Groveton No. 4, Coraopolis,
Pennsylvania – We hope everyone is
enjoying the sunny, summer days! Our
lodge has been pretty busy, and some of
our members even kicked off the season
with a wedding! Congratulations are in
order for the new Mr. and Mrs. Lewicki!
Michael Lewicki and Julia Catanzarite
tied the knot on June 4, 2022, in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. They were
married at Holy Trinity Church followed
by a reception at the Hyatt Regency. The
entire Placek-Lewicki family was in
attendance and partied the night away!
We wish the newlyweds a lifetime of

love and happiness!
In April, several lodge members par-

ticipated in the annual Robinson
Township “Adopt a Street.” There were
four generations of the Placek Family
present, including Jean Placek, Terry
Placek, and Terilyn and Madison
Bichler. Vince Shulin was the oldest
member in attendance alongside the
youngest member, Madison Bichler.
Barb Hinkle, Tammy Lewicki, and Patty
Yurkovich also participated in litter
clean up! Great job and thank you for
helping to keep our community clean!

A few of our lodge members will be
heading to Chicago for the 2022
Convention and Get-Together. We look
forward to everything District Council
No. 12 has prepared for us, meeting the
new Miss CSA, and setting sail on the
“Tall Ship Windy!” We hope to see
many CSA members in attendance! As a
reminder, Lodge Groveton meets on the
first Wednesday of every month at 7
p.m. at Groveton Fire Hall. If anyone is
interested in more information, please
contact Terry Placek at:
tfpplace@verizon.net.

Fraternally,
Hunter Yurkovich

“Adopt a Street”

Groom’s parents

Oldest and youngest

Four Placek generations

Jason and Terilyn

The newlyweds

Jean Placek and all her children

Larry and Sherri

Krystle and Dana
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Laurel No. 452, Storrs-
Mansfield, Connecticut –  Several of
our youth were recently able to get in
their bowling.  Each family bowled indi-
vidually.  Pictured are Ashley and Ryan
Goodwin all smiles as they are ready to
bowl, and Mason Varga concentrating
on his next ball roll. 

Members have been satiating their
cultural appetites recently.  Several
attended the Windham Theatre Guild
Broadway Chorus concert on April 30
where we enjoyed great music from sev-
eral Broadway musicals including
“Mama Mia,” “Carousel,” “Porgy and
Bess,” and more. A few of our members
were participants in the concert: Marion
Varga and Jill and Larry Goodwin.  On
May 21, we attended Mansfield Middle
School’s production of “Lion King, Jr.”

One of our youth members, Grace
Macht, was a leopard in the show.
These youth, grades five through eight,
did an amazing job!

We want to make members aware of
the New England Fraternal Alliance’s
Scholarship and Fraternal awards com-
ing up this Fall.  Any CSA member is
who is a resident of New England may
be eligible for these awards.  NEFA will
be awarding two $1,000 scholarships to
students who are in their sophomore,
junior, or senior year in college, or who
are graduate students.  The student must
be enrolled in a full-time program at an
accredited college/university and have a
grade point average of at least 2.0 (on a
4.0 system).  We will also be honoring a
Family of the Year and a Fraternalist of
the Year.  If you would like to nominate

someone for the fraternal awards or
would like to apply for the scholarship,
please contact me at: 
laurel452@msn.com or by phone at
860-429-6322 and I will forward an
application to you.  All applications are
due by September 1.

We are looking forward to the
upcoming Convention and Get-
Together. Hoping to see a lot of friends
there.  Everyone have a wonderful sum-
mer!   

Fraternally, 
Marion Varga

Bowling; Concert and Play; New England
Fraternal Alliance (NEFA) Scholarship; and
Fraternal Awards –
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Century of Progress/Bila Hora
No. 231, Cicero, Illinois – The meeting
was called to order by President Dolores
Klejko on May 11, 2022.  The Pledge of
Allegiance was recited, prayers for the
departed were given, and the Secretary’s
minutes were read and approved.  The
Treasurer’s Report was not read since
the monthly statement had not yet been
received.  

Communications received included
calls for donations and thank-yous for
previous donations.  Members agreed to
send donations to the Salvation Army
and to the Friends of the Bohemian
National Cemetery.  The members also
voted to place a half-page ad in the
Convention/Get-Together ad book.
Treasurer Roberta Kulik reported that
the Vice President of T. G. Masaryk
School Klara Moldova was promoted to
Superintendent of Schools.  A big thank
you was given to Ed Slavik and Dolores
Klejko for bringing each attending
member a plant of geraniums to cele-
brate Mother’s Day.

In the May 2022 issue of the Journal,
a mention was made that Dolores Klejko
became a great-grandmother to
Thomas—8 ½ pounds.  Dolores
responded with “I am now a great-
grandma.  My granddaughter Amanda
had a baby in mid-March.  Amanda has
been a member of our Lodge since
1987.  She remembers going to the
Bowl-o-Rama and all the wonderful
children’s Christmas Parties and Get-
Togethers, etc.  She is now going to take
care of her baby boy for the next several
weeks.  May God bless her……Dolores
Klejko.”  Photos of Thomas, his mom,
and great-grandmother Dolores are
included.

In the meantime, I hope everyone
took the opportunity to watch a PBS
presentation of “Czechs in Chicago” on
May 26.  I found a great deal of the his-
tory recorded to be quite a surprise and
most educational.  

Fraternally,
Elaine Tejcek

“Czechs in Chicago”
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Lodge Sionilli No. 170, North
Riverside, Illinois –  We have finally
reached that time of year when the
COVID-19 pandemic has slowed down,
mask mandates have diminished, and
everyone is anxious to get out and expe-
rience some fun activities after being
indoors for such a long time!  These are
some of the fun activities that Lodge
Sionilli members have been up to lately.

Mike Smolucha is presently stationed
in Vicenza, Italy with his wife, Joy.  They
have been exploring the beautiful sites
and enjoying the cuisine of Italy and its
neighboring countries.  Most recently
they traveled to Normandy, France for an
International D-Day Commemoration at
Omaha Beach.  They also attended the
Army Masquerade Ball at Villa Di
Montruglio, which is a beautiful histori-
cal venue in Mossano, Italy.

School is out for the summer so
Samantha and Frank Gruskovak and their
children, Ben, Penny, and Fox are on
vacation in Florida.  They are checking
out all the fun activities that Orlando has
to offer.  They have been to the Walt
Disney Animal Kingdom, Magic

Kingdom, Epcot, and Universal Studios.
By the looks on their faces Ben, Penny,
and Fox are having a great time!

Stan and Pat Smolucha met their
daughter, Amy, in Iowa and attended the
Houby Days Celebration in Cedar Rapids
at the Czech Village.  Houby Days cele-
brates Czech and Slovak traditions with
live music and entertainment, food and
craft vendors, classes, Royal Court pre-
sentation, and, of course, a Kolache eat-
ing contest for all ages!  If you have
never been to the National Czech and
Slovak Museum and Library you will
need to stop there and visit sometime.  It
is really impressive and you will learn so
much about your Czech and Slovak her-
itage!

Sara Franklin, Amy Smolucha, and
their mother, Pat Smolucha all met in
Rothbury, Michigan for a “Girls
Weekend”!  They met at the Double JJ
Ranch which used to be the Jack and Jill
Ranch which Pat’s mother, Betty Valenta,
went to when she was single back in
1948.  They enjoyed staying in a cabin,
checking out the old town buildings,
horseback riding, a campfire, and dining
at the Sundance Saloon!

Bob and Doretta Valenta enjoyed their
cruise through the Panama Canal.  The

trip started in Florida and ended in
California.  Along the way they visited
Columbia, Costa Rica, and Mexico.  It
took them a full day to travel through the
locks as they passed through the Panama
Canal.  What an amazing experience it
was!

The June business meeting took place
at the Irish Times Restaurant located in
Brookfield.  Plans were made to make a
donation of $200 in support of the
Ukraine.  There was also a discussion
about which non-profit Czech or Slovak
organization we would nominate at the
National Convention for CSA to support.       

Lodge Sionilli was awarded the
Platinum Award.  All their hard work
paid off!   Looking ahead they will be
volunteering at Operation Support Our
Troops – America on July 23 at 9 a.m. –
1 p.m. at their warehouse in Lisle.
Afterwards, they plan to have lunch at
the Bavarian Lodge on Ogden Avenue in
Lisle.  On August 28, they will meet at
Stan and Pat Smolucha’s home at 12:30
p.m. for a cookout and then go to
Cantigny for their 3:00 p.m. outdoor con-
cert.

Fraternally,  
Pat Smolucha

Houby Day Celebration
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Lodge Paramount/Southgate No. 372,
Bedford, Ohio – The birds were
singing on a breezy 72-degree day for
our meeting on May 26 at the DTJ in
Taborville, Ohio. We had eight mem-
bers: Diane DiBianca, Mary Ann
Toncar, Donna Stepka, Kris and Bruce
Marek, Johnny Weiss, Betty
Cernohorsky (welcome back), and me
present.  

We spiffed up the DTJ for our Join
Hands Day (JHD). Everybody chipped
in cleaning and scrubbing the floors,
tables, and chairs.  Flowers were planted
in the pots outside and everything
looked pretty good when we were done.
Kris and Bruce thanked us for all of our
hard work. 

We discussed the Bus Trip that was
on June 22 at The Rivers Casino. We
voted to take out a half-page ad for the
Get-Together.  Diane congratulated the
lodge for getting the Platinum Award for
the LRP and thanked everybody who
submitted photos to the Journal for the
Photo Contest. 

Diane brought in items from lodge
meetings in the past that were interest-
ing to look at.  She read “The Legend of
Bruncvik” (or “How the Lion Got Two
Tails”) retold from “Bruncvik” in “The
Three Golden Keys” by Peter Sis,
Doubleday, 1994.  The lion is in two of
the windows in the DTJ.  And she also
read, “Good Life?  It’s More Than
Money.”

Congrats to the 50/50 winners -
Diane, Donna, and Mary Ann.

Thank you, Kris, Bruce, Mary Ann,
and Donna for the burgers, macaroni
salad, and chips for our lunch. 

Keep washing your hands, using
hand sanitizer, social distancing, and
wearing a mask.  Also keep calling, tex-
ting, and, if allowed, visiting, or howev-
er you feel safe, to stay in touch with
your family and friends.

DTJ Events:  Chicken and Duck
Dinners on the fourth Saturday of the
month, 99th Cesky Den (Czech Day) on
July 10, 88th Obzinky (Harvest
Festival) on August 14, Cruise In-Cars
& Bikes on August 15, Annual DTJ
Clambake on September 18, “A Night at
the Races”, on October 8 at 6:30 p.m.,
Roll Bakery pick up on November 20,
and “Vanocka” Bread pick up on
December 18.  Go to:
https://www.dtjtaborville.com/events.htm
for more details.

The new date for the District Picnic
is July 21.  Our next meetings are

August 25, September 22, October 17,
November 17, and December 15.  Come
to a meeting, reconnect with friends, and
have a tasty snack.

Fraternally,
Annette Reichman

Spiffing Up DTJ for Join Hands Day
Lodge Happenings
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Lodge Happenings

Adam Wilt Named
American Sokol
President
Lodge R.T. Crane Jr. No. 7, North Riverside, Illinois –
Nazdar! Some of our Lodge Crane members recently attended
the 2022 American Sokol Convention in Ennis, Texas. Adam
Wilt and Alix Fron were delegates from Sokol Spirit and
Lauren Wilt attended as a guest. The convention was held at
Sokol Karel Havlíček Borovský (KHB) Ennis. The meetings
were productive and the meals were incredible, but the most
exciting part of the convention was the election of National
Executive Board Officers. Adam Wilt was elected to be the
American Sokol President. He is the youngest National
President in American Sokol’s history and he is entering the
role with many exciting new ideas and forward momentum.
Congratulations, Adam, we are proud of you and look forward
to seeing the success of the American Sokol over the next four
years.

You can find more information about American Sokol at
american-sokol.org.

Fraternally,
Alix Fron

Lodge Washington No. 30, St. Louis,
Missouri – It’s Honor Flight for us
again this year!  Our lodge decided that
we’ll support this very worthy organiza-
tion as part of CSA Serves.  The pro-
ceeds from our Annual Bake Sale will
go to them, along with whatever volun-
teer hours we perform.  That’s going to
include a trip to St. Louis-Lambert
Airport on Tuesday, September 13 to
welcome back those veterans after their
trip to Washington, D.C.  Check with
me at 314-732-9620 if you want more
information or would like to join us at
the airport.  

And if you know of a lodge member
who is a veteran of World War II or the
Korean or Vietnam War, and who would
be interested in taking a future Honor
Flight, please let me know.

Can’t wait to see everyone at the
Get-Together!

Fraternally,
Deborah Zeman

Supporting Honor Flights
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Kruh Osvojenych Zen a Panu,
Dillonvale, Ohio – Greetings to all of
you!  Our members have been busy with
a variety of activities to help get sum-
mer started—many of which included
Memorial Day celebrations in our area.
Our Join Hands Day activity included
donations to the Memorial Day celebra-
tion at Night Rider Park in Dillonvale
on May 30.  Donations to both Legion
Post #529 and its auxiliary unit helped
to defray costs of refreshments and the
tent rental. Several of our members were
in attendance for this celebration.  We
are thankful to lodge brother, Chuck
Ebright, and the members of the legion
for their service to our community and
for remembering and honoring our fall-
en heroes by placing flags at their grave-
sides.

Members of Lodge No. 121, the
McCook Post #529, and the auxiliary all
took part in the worship service at the
Dillonvale Presbyterian Church on
Sunday, May 29.  All were recognized
by the congregation and invited to take
part in a luncheon after the church ser-
vice.

Those in attendance enjoyed spend-
ing time with friends and family while

dining in the church Social Hall.  We are
thankful to the deacons of the church for
providing the delicious meal.

Some members also participated in
the celebration at West Elementary
School in Adena on Friday, May 27.  In
addition to the members of the Adena
American Legion Post #525 and the
auxiliary, guests of honor included:
State Representative Ron Ferguson,
County Commissioner Thomas Graham,
and Jefferson County Sheriff Fred
Abdalla, Jr.  In addition to the speakers,
the elementary students performed a
variety of patriotic songs, band students
presented several musical selections,
student essay winners read their
Memorial Day essays, a poppy ceremo-
ny was held honoring those that served,
and the honor guard gave a rifle salute. 

We were thankful and honored to be
able to participate in the local services.
The sacrifices made by those who
served will never be forgotten. Saying
“thank you” doesn’t seem nearly
enough—but we truly thank you for
your service!

Our members met June 12 at Ye Olde
Alpha/Alpha Tavern in Wheeling, West
Virginia.  We received thank you cards
from Chaplain Frank Santa and
Secretary Mariann Ebright, of the
American Legion Post #529 and
Auxiliary for our recent donations.

Other correspondence included more
information about the upcoming Get-
Together.  We would like to recognize
District Council No. 9 for their recent
donation which helped cover some of
our Bowl-o-Rama expenses this year.
Thank you for supporting this annual
youth event.  At the close of our meet-
ing, we celebrated our members with
treat bags in honor of Mother’s Day and
Father’s Day. 

We would like to wish everyone a
happy summer!  Remember to check on
someone you love today.

Fraternally, 
Sister Wendy Kurtz Lovell

Busy Days Leading Into Summer
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In Memoriam
Claim Name Lodge Location Date of Death Age  
54681 Margaret M. Schnelle 30 ST. CHARLES, MO 01/22/20 95
54682 Linda C. Sanders 151 FORDLAND, MO 04/21/22 73
54683 Ronald F. Odehnal 170 LA VALLE, WI 08/17/19 73
54684 Carol J. Terry 411 CHESANING, MI 05/08/22 84
54685 Todd A. Psota 2 CLEVELAND, OH 02/07/19 50
54686 Lee A. Bally 419 BENSON, IL 09/20/21 78
54687 David G. Packard 388 IOWA CITY, IA 09/02/11 77
54688 Rose M. Treimann 469 TOWANDA, PA 12/24/20 90
54689 Dale E. Mikoda 279 ELBERON, IA 12/17/19 95
54690 Joseph J. Mackovic 448 CHEEKTOWAGA, NY 10/24/19 78
54691 Lucy I. Fremd 230 STERLING, VA 10/29/19 74
54692 Ronald L. Gould 408 ST. LOUIS, MI 04/07/22 74
54693 Connie Frady 479 PITTSBURGH, PA 03/26/22 68
54694 Julius J. Varady 366 NA 09/24/02 76
54695 Stanley J. Polnicky 214 TAYLOR, MI 12/19/03 97
54696 Gordon Greene 277 KILLEEN, TX 10/23/09 66
54697 Hardy Goodall 277 HOUSTON, TX 01/15/17 76
54698 Gilbert A. Johnson 428 CENTREVILLE, MD 03/24/21 82
54699 Edward R. Skuhrovec 479 NO. HUNTINGDON, PA 05/08/19 75
54700 Richard J. Goss 231 LAKE ZURICH, IL 05/17/22 77
54701 Glade E. Cook, Jr. 450 MARCY, NY 05/13/22 63
54702 Rachel A. Zarek 404 BRIGHTON, IL 04/03/22 48
54703 Barbara M. Kuta 372 MAPLE HEIGHTS, OH 10/19/20 80
54704 Evelyn M. Oliver 230 PETERSBURG, VA 04/26/22 91
54705 Anthony McFadden 481 BALTIMORE, MD 05/19/22 57
54706 Kevin M. Koluch 372 PERRYSBURG, OH 05/08/22 65
54707 Gordon B. Brewer 77 CHICAGO, IL 04/26/22 56
54708 Luis Pereira 211 VENTNOR CITY, NJ 08/06/17 79
54709 John W. Leach 1 ST. LOUIS, MO 02/14/22 68
54710 Carol M. Schinter 377 OAK LAWN, IL 07/22/20 85
54711 Georgene Roberts 252 SACRAMENTO, CA 10/09/19 89
54712 L C. Davis, Jr. 434 CHICAGO, IL 05/19/22 66
54713 Clifford J. Gross 4 PITTSBURGH, PA 12/04/20 89
54714 Clifford J. Gross 4 PITTSBURGH, PA 12/04/20 89
54715 Peter Kotasek 450 ENDICOTT, NY 06/02/22 96
54716 Dolores A. Kozlik 422 EAST MORICHES, NY 05/10/22 91
54717 Leon I. Burkett 479 BELLE VERNON, PA 04/07/19 89
54718 Lynda M. Fay 409 LENOIR CITY, TN 05/25/22 74
54719 Zandra M. Belfield 211 NEWARK, NJ 05/19/22 72
54720 Grace M. Davis 211 LINDEN, NJ 05/26/22 81
54721 Kurt N. Behrenbruch 277 ANNA, TX 03/16/22 61
54722 Susan Jacob 479 BRIDGEVILLE, PA 05/24/22 73
54723 Bozena M. Popule 422 BETHLEHAM, PA 12/16/20 82
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Du Page Pioneers/Edison No. 409, Lombard,
Illinois – Four of our members are looking forward to our
next Get-Together in August! 

Dale and Linda Burton recently visited Dale’s best buddy
dating back from high school in San Diego, California. It was
a trip down memory lane as we visited their childhood homes,
elementary and high schools, La Jolla, Little Italy, and
University Center in San Diego for fun, food, and wine! A
highlight and much fun was the Deer Park Antique Car
Museum and Winery where we visited the world’s largest
antique car museum and had a wine tasting! Another day, we
visited San Diego’s Farmer’s Market in downtown. Such
beautiful produce, food, and craft items were displayed and

enjoyed in the characteristic sunny, low humidity of Southern
California! 

Fraternally,
Linda Burton

Burtons Visits Best Buddy

TO CONTINUE CSA’S TRADITION OF
ASSISTING OUR YOUNG MEMBERS
IN PURSUING THEIR HIGHER 
EDUCATION
      Holecek Charitable Foundation                                     
      Barbara Vrba

IN MEMORY OF CARL R. TISKO
      Lodge Belmont No. 251                                                 

IN MEMORY OF NADA SLAMA
      District Council No. 2, Metro New York                             
      Lodge Queensdale No. 422                                               
      John P. Kustka                                                                
                                                                                             
                                                                                             
Total Donations                                    $2680.00             

Scholarship Fund Report
May 10 -  June 10, 2022
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Cleveland Chapter No. 219, Cleveland, Ohio – This
week is the start of a hot week in the Cleveland area!  We held
our June meeting at a buffet restaurant in honor of Mother’s
and Father’s Day.  We had 10 members attending this meet-
ing.

We had two deaths in our lodge for which we bowed heads
for a moment of silence.  Our brand new member is Lucas
Russell, Jan Russell’s grandson!  Welcome, Lucas!  

The next District Council meeting will be on September 1,
2022 at the Garfield Heights Library at 10 a.m.  The District
Council Picnic will be on July 21 at noon.  If you are planning
on coming, please let Tony Genco know.  Bring a dessert.  So
far, we have five coming to the picnic from our lodge.

There may be a National Bowling Tournament in May of
next year.  Cincinnati was suggested as a place for the tourna-
ment.  District members felt Columbus would be a more cen-
tral city for the tournament.  

The Pin Party was discussed.  A new venue will be investi-
gated, as the previous one has raised their prices dramatically.
Please let your District know if you would attend.

We will be donating money for CSA’s Scholarship Fund in
memory of our deceased members and we will be donating to
our charity next month.

BOWLING:  Our organizational meeting for the next
bowling season will be on August 17 at noon at Yorktown
Bowling Alley.  Be there or be square.  It only costs $13.00
per week.

We all sang “Happy Birthday” to our Treasurer, June
Karecki.

Our July meeting will be held on July 12 at the
Parma/Snow Library at 10:30. Tony and Judy Genco and Jan
Russell will be going to CSA’s Convention and Get-Together.
Wish them well.

Fraternally yours,
Judy (Sevcik) Genco

Organizational Meeting for Bowling Season
Planned
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Kidz Korner

Lodge Kruh Osvojenych Zen a Panu, Dillonvale, Ohio –
Jack and Bonnie Snider of Lodge Kruh Osvojenych Zen a
Panu No. 121 of Dillonvale, Ohio recently visited their grand-
son, Colin Brown, of New Philadelphia, Ohio.  Colin, a recent
high school graduate, performs in a guitar ensemble with four
young adults.  While visiting Colin, Jack and Bonnie got to
see him perform with the ensemble at Alley Cats Marketplace
in New Philadelphia.  The marketplace center is filled with
hand-made works such as oil paintings, sketches, and needle
prints. Items are crafted on-site with patrons standing by to
observe the artists at work.  All creations are for sale and are
all crafted by local artists.  The center occasionally features
live, local entertainment which is what brought the youngsters
there to perform.  Colin enjoys playing the guitar as a member
of the ensemble and is also involved with operating the sound
equipment.  Brother and Sister Snider enjoyed their visit with
Colin.  They further shared that Colin will be attending
Florida Polytechnic University in Lakeland, Florida this fall.
Members of Lodge No. 121 would like to wish Colin all the
very best as he begins this new endeavor.   Congratulations! 

Submitted by,
Sister Wendy Kurtz Lovell 

Do you know a CSA member who deserves
recognition? 
Are they active in the community?
Do they volunteer often or donate money to
charitable organizations? 

Send us their photo, a brief description of
who they are and what they do, and we will
publish them in the Journal. 

Colin Brown Performs
at Alley Cats
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Just Kids
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Family Time!

Czech to English

Send Just Kids your stories, riddles, etc.
Mail: Just Kids, c/o the CSA Journal, 

JJuuss tt   
KKiiddss

Červenec/Srpen………………................................................................................................…July/August  (Čer-ve-nec/Sr-pen)
plánujete své letní cesty……………………………………...….planning out your summer travels  (plá-nu-jete své let-ní ces-ty)
Rodinná zábava……………………………........................................……………………………family fun  (ro-din-ná zá-ba-va)
Rodinný piknik…………………....................................………………………………………..family picnic  (ro-din-ný pik-nik)
Rodina jede do Disneylandu……………………………………..family going to Disneyland  (ro-din-a je-de do Dis-ney-land-u)
Strávit den v zoo……………………..............………………………………….spending the day at the zoo  (strá-vit den  v  zoo)
Hrát v písku na pláži………………………….....………………………playing in the sand at the beach  (hrát v pís-ku na plá-ži)
Přespejte se svými školními kamará(dky) female kama(rády) male……………Have sleepovers with your school friends
......................................................................................(přes-pej-te se svý-mi škol-ní-mi ka-mar-rád-ky female ka-mar-rád-y male
Pozorovali hvězdy z přední verandy ………………………...........................................watching the stars from the front porch
......................................................................................................................................(po-zo-ro-va-li hvěz-dy z před-ní ver-an-dy)

Biking
Camping
Exploring
Family
Festival
Fun
Gardening
Hiking
Museum
Picnicking
Summer
Swimming
Together
Travel



If you are a CSA member and
you have served or are cur-
rently serving in the armed
forces, please send your name
to:
csajournaleditor@gmail.com 
to be included in the list of 
veterans published annually in
the November Journal.


