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Brothers and Sisters,

Hello to all, and welcome to 2023.  

To reflect a bit on the past year, 2022
was yet another successful year for
CSA.  We’re still accounting for year-
end, but all signs point to another year
of surplus / capital growth for us.
This, of course, will continue to keep
CSA Fraternal Life safe and secure for
our members’ Insurance and Savings
needs for years to come.  This will
also mark the 11th consecutive year
that CSA will have posted a net
income.  

As we near CSA’s 169th Anniversary,
in addition to helping our members
with their financial needs, we also
continue to offer our wonderful suite
of Fraternal offerings and programs.
From annual scholarships that we
award to our young adults, to match-
ing funds that we offer through our
CSA Serves Program, to Lodge
Recognition Awards (with a cash prize
for highly productive lodges!), to
bowling events, photo contests, and
volunteering within the community,

we have a ton of things going on.   We
also can’t forget the social side of
things, such as having CSA’s Annual
Get-Together which includes our
National Miss CSA Contest, to local
lodge and district events as well!
From finances to philanthropy to fun,
we have a bunch of things going on!
That said, we continue to strive to not
only keep CSA active and strong, but
to evolve and grow as well.

Many of us here in the Home Office
have been able to get out and about to
visit members throughout the land.
We look forward to continuing that in
2023, so you’ll see either me, Matt, or
many other of our Home Office staff
members in the months ahead.  It’s
always wonderful to get a chance to
visit with members. 

This year our annual Get-Together
will be held in Denver, Colorado. It’s
been a number of years since our GTG
has been in Denver.  I know the
Committee running the GTG is plug-
ging away with the set up, so if you
can, make plans to be there in the first
part of August.  (See page 9 for 

details.) We’ll continue passing along
updates on the GTG goings on in
future months.

For now, a simple wish of happiness
and health to all of our members, and
Happy New Year. 

Fraternally,
John J. Kielczewski, CLU, FLMI

President 
CSA Fraternal Life

John J. Kielczewski
President
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Upcoming Events
Monday, January 2, 2023
New Year’s Holiday

Monday, January 16, 2023
Martin Luther King Day

Saturday, January 28, 2023
Cesko-Slovensky Ples - A Black Tie Event
Dinner and dancing with open bar, family style dinner, and live
music by Homacka Cimbalova from the Czech Republic 
Crystal Grand Banquets
12416 S. Archer Ave.
Lemont, Illinois
$100 per person, reservations required
ples2023.eventbrite.com

Monday, February 20
Presidents Day

Thursdays, March 24 through May 26, 2023
Beginners Czech Class 
Group Online Courses - Language and Culture 1
Anna Cookova - CzechTalk
1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. (CT) 
Course materials included. Maximum 20 students. 
A systematic approach using parts of speech
Czechoslovak Genealogical Society Intl. 
CGSI Member: $220 / Non Member $245 
Easy online access, 10 weeks/15 hours 
Learn to read, write, and speak in Czech
Czechtalk.com
annacookova@gmail.com
715-651-7044

Friday, April 7, 2023
Good Friday

Monday, May 29, 2023
Memorial Day

Monday, July 3 & Tuesday, July 4, 2023
Independence Day

Monday, September 4, 2023
Labor Day

Monday, October 9, 2023
Columbus Day

Thursday, November 23 & Friday, November 24, 2023
Thanksgiving

Monday, December 25, 2023
Christmas Day



Today’s Fraternal
Hope Begins with CSA
Greetings, everyone,

December saw a flurry of activities, and
it went by so fast!  These activities were
an excellent way for me to get to know
more of our members.

I enjoyed going to Lodge No. 378’s
Christmas party.  I have not had oppor-
tunities to eat Czech food, and the party
at McCook Inn introduced me to some
great food!  Thank you for inviting me
to your party.

During the first full week of
December, the Cedar Rapids lodges
invited me to participate in their
Christmas Nursing Home Visit.  While
there, I played Mr. and Mrs. Claus’ elf
and delivered lap robes to the residents.
A huge thank you goes to the Iowa
lodges that made the lap robes.  In addi-
tion, there were some leftover lap robes,
and I took them to a battered women’s
shelter in the D.C. No. 12 area.  Thus
begins our new initiative, Hope Begins
with CSA.  Don’t hesitate to contact me
at kdeegan@csalife.com for more infor-
mation regarding this worthy cause.

I had a great time with Helen
Gaydusek, Anna Trush, and Nick
Kosmas as we filmed how to prepare
Helen’s Apple Strudel.  You can find the
link to the YouTube video on the CSA
Facebook page.  If you would like to
share a family recipe, please email me.
We will make arrangements to film your
recipe.  It is a great way to pass the
recipe to the next generation.

Before I forget, thank you to every-
one who has shared their lodges’ activi-
ties so we can post them on Facebook.
Everyone in our Society enjoys seeing
what is going on throughout the country.
Keep those updates coming.  We try to
post them as quickly as possible.

As we have started a new year, please
make sure to check out the Fraternal Tab
on the CSA website.  It has updated
forms and programs listed.  Please
remember when you submit your docu-
ments to ensure they are complete and
include a legible signature.  We want to
ensure your lodges get credit for every-

thing you do.
In closing, don’t forget to include

Denver in your plans this year.  We
would love to see you at the Get-
Together.  Remember, if you have a
daughter, granddaughter, or great-grand-
daughter who is eligible, encourage her
to run for Miss CSA.  The contest is a
great way to make new friends and visit
a new place.  Check out the video fea-
turing our 2022-2023 Miss CSA,
Aubrey Suttelle.  She explains the
process and how fun it is.  Contact me
for more information.

Happy New Year!
Fraternally,

Kelly Deegan
Fraternal Programs Manager

Lodge DuPage Pioneers/Edison No. 409

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com JANUARY 2023 — CSA JOURNAL — 5

Please send lodge articles to:

csajournaleditor@gmail.com by the 12th of the month prior.
(You will receive a confirmation email.)

Please address all Fraternal inquiries to:

Kelly Deegan at kdeegan@csalife.com
1.800.543.3272 x 4307
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Message from the Secretary

Greetings Brothers and Sisters,

Another year has ended, and here we are
at the beginning of 2023 with much to
anticipate.  But first, let’s take a moment
to assess the past year before we forge
ahead and predict what the new year
may bring.

Four noteworthy items took place in
2022.  Foremost, CSA had another suc-
cessful day-long convention in
Oakbrook, Illinois, at the beginning of
August.  Again, I want to thank all the
delegates for making time in their

schedules to ensure that CSA will
remain successful in the future.  This is
why our society has thrived since 1854,
and it is evident in the intentional care
that each delegate takes to help shepherd
CSA into the future.

Second, my thanks to those Board
Committees that invested time and care-
ful thought during the discussion regard-
ing the co-insurance agreement.  CSA
will further strengthen its financial posi-
tion with this agreement.  If you have
any questions regarding co-insurance,
don’t hesitate to contact any of our
Board members or officers for informa-
tion. 

Third, the Board and officers annual-
ly review our vendor agreements and
will make a move if we determine a new
vendor will benefit CSA cost-wise and
service-wise.  Thus, CSA moved its
Custody and Operating accounts.  As a
member, you can rest assured that with
these periodic reviews, we take our fidu-
ciary responsibilities seriously.  

Lastly, 2022 introduced Kelly
Deegan as our new Fraternal Programs
Manager.  It is always a good idea to
gain a fresh perspective on our Fraternal
Programs.  At the same time, new pro-
grams are always welcome.  Kelly has
been busy finding ways to reinvigorate
our members and update the Miss CSA

contest.  She has recognized that as
many of our members pass away, we
lose recipes we look forward to eating
during the holidays.  With that, we are
starting a new series of YouTube videos
featuring members sharing their special
recipes.  If you have one to share, please
get in touch with us.  We would love to
feature you in a video.  Also, Kelly
wants to introduce Hope Begins with
CSA, where our lodges can partner with
local women and children shelters.
Helping battered women get back on
their feet again is a worthy cause.  These
partnerships will count toward your
lodge’s LRP points at the end of the
year.  If you have questions regarding
either of these programs, don’t hesitate
to contact Kelly.

I want to thank the lodges who invit-
ed me to their Christmas parties and hol-
iday activities.  Heather and I enjoy cel-
ebrating with the lodges each year.
These celebrations only make our holi-
day season brighter.

Happy New Year to all.  If you can,
we would love to see you in Denver this
August at the Get-Together.

Fraternally,
Matthew Koski

Executive Secretary/COO/CRO

Matthew Koski
Executive Secretary/COO/CRO

Noteworthy Items from 2022

The Ukrainian people are in the midst of a war, which is taking its toll on everyone around the world. 
There is an organization in need of our support. Therefore, any donation made to the Ukrainian Youth

Camping Organization, Inc. or any other organization that is a 501(c)(3) making donations to this  ‘disaster’
would qualify for a 50 percent match with the CSA Serves Program.  Your lodge will earn a point for your dona-
tion (LRP Page 5, item #7. Maximum two points, two separate donations.  Maximum limit of $1,500.00 per lodge
does apply.)

Please send your donation to the Home Office, Attention: Fraternal Department, so you are given credit and
your lodge is listed in the Journal. Please use the standard donation form that you would use when sending a
donation to any organization, with the check made payable to:    

Ukrainian Youth Camping Organization, Inc.
2118 W. Chicago Avenue

Chicago, IL 60622
Once your donation is received, we will process the matching funds and forward a copy to your lodge.

Ukrainian Relief Fund
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Miss CSA

Hello again, everyone,
I hope you all had a very merry and festive holiday season.
I’m currently writing this in the midst of great anticipation for
the arrival of St. Nick. Our tree is all lit up in the living room,
the fireplace is blazing, Hallmark movies are playing continu-
ously, and I have my warm cup of cocoa right next to me
while my mom cooks some meatloaf for dinner. It doesn’t get
much cozier than that, folks! 

The past month has been very full and busy for me. I just fin-
ished finals and am now home on break for almost six weeks!
I’m going to be working with my dad over break as an engi-
neering intern (although it has nothing to do with my future
intended career!). My birthday was on November 18, so I’m
20 now. I got to spend it in Virginia with my boyfriend as we
attended a military ball together at his school. It was some-
thing we had been planning for a while and it was very spe-
cial. Also, I did get a buck during rifle season, which I was
very excited about as well!

Now, in light of the Christmas season, I wanted to share some
of my favorite traditions. It has always been my favorite holi-
day and I am fortunate to have many fond memories at home
with my family. One of the activities that always makes the
list is building gingerbread houses. Now, I have to admit, we
have never baked the gingerbread ourselves. We buy the pre-
made houses at the store. I’ve found this works best because
my creative juices are all emptied out after about an hour of
icing and decorating. 

Christmas cookies are another big to-do in our household. We
try to keep a continuous stock in the kitchen at all times. We
always have to make double batches because somehow, we
never get as many balls of dough onto the tray as what the
recipe calls for. Weird… Some of my favorites are peanut but-
ter blossoms, chocolate chip, and a good old-fashioned sugar
cookie.

I am not usually much of a shopper, but I must say, the mall
has some extra magic this time of year so I do enjoy going out
and looking for gifts with my family. Although, my dad has
taken quite the liking to Amazon so that has taken a lot of
pressure away from us having to find the “perfect gift” at the
mall. 

One of my favorite traditions is going to see Christmas lights
at a park near my house. We have gone every year that I can
remember and yet, it never gets old to me. My sister and I try
to pick out the slightest change in any of the light displays
because we practically now know them by heart! We usually
go through a couple times with the windows down, heater all
the way up, and Christmas tunes playing. 

I don’t usually watch a lot of TV or movies, but when
Christmas comes, all I want to do is cozy up on the couch and
watch hours of all my favorite classics. Comedies are my
favorite but I have really come to appreciate some of the more
sentimental films. Some of my top choices are “Christmas
with the Kranks,” “Christmas Vacation,” and “Elf”.

I would say my most favorite part is making a point to con-
nect with and see people that I may not have seen in a while
or spending more quality time with loved ones. To me, there’s
nothing better than getting to share this special time together
with those who you love most. I recognize that all of my
favorite traditions wouldn’t be nearly as special if I wasn’t
sharing them with my family and friends.   

I hope you all had a wonderful holiday season and carry a true
sense of joy and peace into the New Year!

Sincerely, 
Aubrey Suttelle 

Miss CSA 2022-2023 

Sharing Some Favorite Traditions
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CSA Leadership

Pictured to the left is the current
CSA Board of Directors.  Standing
(back row - left to right): Terry
Placek, Southeastern Ohio and
Western Pennsylvania; Cary
Mentzer, Northern Illinois, Indiana,
and Wisconsin; Tom Ledvina, Iowa,
Nebraska, and Minnesota; and Ken
Dvorsky, Northern Illinois, Indiana,
and Wisconsin.  

Standing (middle row - left to right):
Diane DiBianca, Northern Ohio and
Michigan; Paul Vavrasek, New York
State and Connecticut; and Connie
Wolf, Missouri and Southern Illinois.  

Standing (front row - left to right):
Matt Koski, Secretary/Treasurer;
Carol Tranter, Florida, Maryland,
Virginia, D.C., Eastern
Pennsylvania, and New Jersey; Irma
Farrell, California, Colorado,
Kansas, and Texas; and John
Kielczewski, President.

Pictured left are Home Office Staff:
Standing (left to right): Compliance
Manager Anna Trush, Kevin Pileggi,
Fraternal Programs Manager Kelly
Deegan, Claims Analyst Sally Kelly,
Sales Manager Julie Souza,
Accounting Manager Eleanor Kobit,
and IT Director Nick Kosmas.  

Seated (left to right) are
Secretary/Treasurer Matt Koski,
Fraternal Consultant Helen
Gaydusek, President John
Kielewski, and Lisa Kosmas, Policy
Services.

Not pictured are: Insurance
Operations Manager Kathy Kuttler,
Assistant to the President/HR/Office
Supervisor Roberta Jarosik, Policy
Services Representative Barbara
Deig, and IT Consultant Dale Novak.
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The Get-Together Committee is busy
working on the Denver, Colorado Get-
Together events and hopes you can join
us!  We will be at the Sheridan Denver
West Hotel in Lakewood, Colorado,
August 4-6, 2023.  You will find so
many attractions around the area, be it
the Taste of Denmark European Style
Bakery, The Garden of the Gods (an
hour away), Dinosaur Ridge for a little
archeology, or the Elitch Gardens
Amusement Park, there is something for
everyone.

During the banquets each evening, you
will enjoy beautiful views of Denver
from the ballroom.  Friday night, our
theme will be Diamonds and Denim.  So
make sure to dress in your flashiest,
bedazzled cowboy attire while you
enjoy the Miss CSA Contest.  Saturday
will be a dressy affair where everyone
should be attired for a fancy evening out
as we crown our 2023-2024 Miss CSA,
name the Fraternalist of the Year, and 
announce our scholarship winner.

Please consider a trip to the beautiful
state of Colorado in August!  Stay tuned
for more information on the Get-
Together in the Journal and Facebook.
We hope to see you there!

Fresh Air and Fond Memories Await You 
Get-Together 2023
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Lodge Recognition Program - 2023
The Lodge Recognition Program was created to motivate the
lodges of CSA Fraternal Life and to recognize them for their
efforts to exhibit Equality, Harmony, and Fraternity to both
our members and our communities. Awards for this program
are granted to lodges that are well rounded and meet criteria in
four areas:

1. Service/Volunteer Hours/Donations – 
Serving our communities is what we do. 
This area measures lodges by how they activate members to
improve the communities around them.

2. Lodge Activities/Attendance – 
Our organization consists of a nationwide network of
lodges. 
We maintain our bond by engaging in activities that unite our
members on a local and national level. Our activities keep our
society strong while honoring our lodge system and Fraternal
programs.

3. Social Engagement/Traditions/Rituals – 
Social activity is what keeps our members together. 
In addition, CSA’s fraternal history consists of various tradi-
tions and rituals that make up the backbone of this Society.

4. Lodge Reporting (Sound Operations) – 
The strongest lodges are the ones that meet regularly,
maintain best business practices, and operate consistently
with the CSA Home Office and Fraternal Department.

NOTE: Required points have to be earned in each of these
four categories to win an award.

Lodges with a healthy balance of the above criteria will be
awarded Platinum, Gold, Silver, or Bronze.

Important: Please keep in mind that one point does not equal
one option. You may select a single option that can be as little
as one point or as much as four points. For example, trying to
earn a Platinum Award does not mean you have to choose 60
options, rather you have to earn 60 total points.

• To earn the Platinum Award ($500 Award) designation, a
lodge is required to earn sixty (60) points or more from the
four categories plus hold 6 lodge meetings and donate 25% of
its annual allotment to charity.
• To earn the Gold Award ($350 Award) designation, a lodge is
required to earn forty-six (46) points or more from the four
categories plus hold 5 lodge meetings and donate 25% of its
annual allotment to charity.
• To earn the Silver Award ($250 Award) designation, a lodge
is required to earn thirty-eight (38) points or more from the
four categories plus hold 4 lodge meetings and donate 25% of
its annual allotment to charity.
• To earn the Bronze Award ($150 Award) designation, a lodge

is required to earn twenty-eight (28) points or more from the
four categories plus hold 3 lodge meetings and donate 25% of
its annual allotment to charity.

List of Options

I. SERVICE ACTIVITIES/ VOLUNTEER HOURS/
DONATIONS

1. 2 points – Lodge coordinates or participates in an official
Join Hands Day activity or makes a donation in lieu of activi-
ty.

� Minimum of 2 members must participate; can occur 
during any month (not just May).

� Maximum is 2 points, 1 Join Hands Day activity.

2. 2 points – Lodge participates in “CSA Serves”.
� Must provide service hours and donations.
� Donations must be at least 25% of annual allocation and      

lodge must perform a minimum of 25 volunteer hours 
over the year. Donations can be made over a year’s time.  
25 volunteer hours can be for one or more causes.

� Minimum of 2 members must participate. Points will be    
awarded even if lodge members volunteer alone at the  
same project but at a different time. All hours will count 
towards the 25 hour minimum.

� Maximum is 2 points.

3. 3 points – Lodge provides transportation to at least three (3)
meetings for lodge member(s).

� Can be 1 or more drivers for 1 or more members.
� A CSA member driving another member who is their 

family member/spouse will still receive points.
� Maximum is 3 points.

4. 1 point – per Lodge member(s) participating in the Get-
Together Service Project.

� May attend event, donate money, or donate goods to the    
Service Project.

� Maximum is 3 points, i.e., 3 members attend or donate.

5. 2 points – Lodge holds a fundraiser and raises $100 for a
charitable organization (other than CSA Fraternal Life).

� This total can be accumulated throughout the year.
� Maximum is 4 points, i.e., lodge raises $200 for a chari-

table organization.
� Maximum is 3 points, i.e., 1 point per person.

6. 3 points – Lodge donates handmade or purchased items to a
hospital, center, shelter, etc.

� Items include blankets, hats, mittens, scarves, clothing,    
sheets, or personal care items etc.

� Maximum is 6 points, i.e., 2 donations.

Continued on page 11.
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Lodge Recognition Program - 2023
7. 1 point – Lodge donates minimum $50 to Emergency or 
Disaster Relief fund.

� Organizations include Red Cross, FEMA, Salvation 
Army, etc.

� Maximum is 2 points, i.e., 2 donations.

8. 1 point – Lodge donates minimum $50 to a Czech or
Slovak cemetery.

� Maximum is 2 points, i.e., 2 donations.

9. 1 point – Lodge sends medicine bottles, stamps, buttons,
box tops, pop tops, etc. to charity, Home Office, or other
lodge.

� Maximum is 3 points, i.e., 3 donations.

10. 1 point – Lodge participates in the Thank A Driver pro-
gram by donating $10 Amazon gift card(s) from the Home
Office to truck drivers or delivery persons.

2 points – Lodge opts out of Amazon option and purchases      
gift cards from another source.

� If receiving Amazon gift cards from CSA: Maximum is 
3 points, i.e., 3 donations.

� If buying your own gift cards: Maximum is 6 points, i.e., 
3 donations.

11. 1 point – Lodge repays Home Office for the $10 Amazon
gift card(s) in the form of Scholarship Fund donation(s). Note:
If lodge chooses to purchase their own gift cards, they are
ineligible to receive these points.

� Maximum is 3 points, i.e., 3 repayments.

12. 2 points – Lodge donates $50 to CSA Scholarship Fund.
Points Needed:

� Maximum is 4 points, i.e., $100 donation. 

Maximum Points Available - 37

Platinum 16 Points
Gold 12 Points
Silver 10 Points
Bronze 8 Points

BONUS: If you have an excess of 4 points (max) in any cate-
gory, you can apply these 4 points to another category.

List of Options

II. LODGE ACTIVITIES/ATTENDANCE

1. 2 points – Lodge creates a display on Czech or Slovak her-
itage/culture and shows it at a library, school, church, lodge
meeting place, etc.

� Minimum of 2 members must participate.
� Maximum is 4 points, i.e., 2 displays.

2. 2 points – Members of your lodge attend another lodge’s
meeting, social event, or volunteer activity.

� May be a virtual meeting – Skype, FaceTime, video 
chat, etc.

� Minimum of 2 members must participate.
� Maximum is 4 points, i.e., 2 meetings attended.

3. 2 points – Members of another lodge, Miss CSA, or Home
Office attend your lodge’s meeting, social event, or volunteer
activity.

� May be a virtual meeting – Skype, FaceTime, video 
chat, etc.

� Minimum of 2 members must participate.
� Maximum is 4 points, i.e., 2 meetings attended.

4. 2 points – 1 youth member attends 3 meetings throughout
the year.

� Maximum is 4 points, i.e., 2 youth members attend 3 
meetings throughout the year.

5. 3 points – Lodge “reactivates” 1 member who attends a
minimum of 2 meetings.

� Reactivate = Member who has not attended a meeting in 
12 months.

� Maximum is 6 points, i.e., 2 reactivated members.

6. 2 points – Members attend, volunteer, work, or coach at a
community / or another organization’s event.

� Includes: church event, sports game, pancake breakfast, 
spaghetti dinner, Fraternal Society event (CSA or non- 
CSA related), ethnic event, etc.

� Minimum of 1 member must participate.
� Maximum is 4 points, i.e., 2 events.

7. 1 point – Per youth member participating in CSA Jr. Bowl-
o-Rama.

� Youth can bowl with Lodge, District, or independently.
� Maximum is 4 points, i.e., 4 youth members participat-

ing.

8. 2 points – Per lodge member attending Annual Get-
Together.

� Maximum is 4 points, i.e., 2 lodge members attending.

9. 1 point – Per submission by lodge member(s) for Photo
Contest.

� Maximum is 4 points, i.e., 4 members submitting 
photos.

10. 2 points – Lodge member shops for essential items for a
neighbor, family, or friend.

� Maximum is 4 points, i.e. 2 shopping trips.

Continued on page 12.
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Lodge Recognition Program - 2023
11. 2 points – Lodge member purchases meal from restaurant
for a neighbor, family, or friend.

� Maximum is 4 points, i.e. 2 purchased meals.

12. 2 points – Lodge purchases gift card(s) priced at $30 (or
more) from local restaurant to use at a later date.

� Maximum is 4 points, i.e. 2 purchased gift cards.

13. 2 points – Lodge takes out ad for Get-Together book
� Maximum is 4 points, i.e. 2 points for a half page and 4    

for a full page ad.

Maximum Points Available: 54 
Points Needed:
Platinum 16 Points
Gold 12 Points
Silver 10 Points
Bronze 8 Points

BONUS: If you have an excess of 4 points (max) in any cate-
gory, you can apply these 4 points to another category. 

List of Options

III. SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT/TRADITIONS/RITUALS

1. 3 points – Lodge hosts social activity (movie night, craft
night, etc.)

� Minimum of 4 members must participate.
� Maximum is 3 points.

2. 2 points – Lodge members attend a social outing (play, holi-
day party, bus trip, etc.)

� Minimum of 4 members must participate.
� Maximum is 4 points, i.e., 2 outings.

3. 2 points – Lodge members hold a competition at a regular
lodge meeting, vote for a winner, and give an award or small
monetary prize.

� Competition can include Yahtzee, seek & find, cross
word puzzle, etc.

� Minimum of 4 members must participate.
� Maximum is 2 points, i.e., 1 competition.

4. 2 points – Lodge members research and give a report or
presentation on Czech or Slovak culture, traditions, etc.

� Minimum of 4 members must be in attendance; may be 
held via virtual meeting.

� Maximum is 2 points, i.e., 1 report or presentation.

5. 2 points – Conduct a Baby or Youth Naming Ceremony.
� Naming member can be up to 12 years old; may be held 

via virtual meeting.
� Minimum of 4 members must be in attendance.
� Maximum is 2 points, i.e., 1 Baby or Youth Naming   
Ceremony.

6. 2 points – Conduct a formal Installation of Officers.
� Minimum of 4 members must be in attendance; may be  

held via virtual meeting.
� Maximum is 2 points, i.e., 1 formal Installation of 

Officers.

7. 2 points – Conduct a Memorial Service for deceased mem-
bers.

� Minimum of 4 members must be in attendance; may be 
held via virtual meeting.

� Maximum is 2 points, i.e., 1 Memorial Service.

8. 2 points – Conduct a Memorial or Funeral Service for a
recently deceased member.

� Minimum of 4 members must be in attendance; may be 
held via virtual meeting.

� Maximum is 2 points, i.e., 1 Memorial or Funeral 
Service.

9. 3 points – Lodge invites an outside speaker to lecture or
give presentation on topic of interest to lodge members.

� Minimum of 4 members must be in attendance.
� Maximum is 3 points, i.e., 1 lecture or presentation.

10. 2 points – Lodge hosts or attends 50-year or 75-year Pin
Party (may occur at lodge meeting).

� Minimum of 4 members must participate; may be held    
via virtual meeting.

� Maximum is 2 points, i.e., 1 Pin Party.

11. 3 points – Lodge submits a nominee for CSA Fraternalist
of the Year.

� Maximum is 3 points, i.e., 1 nominee for CSA  
Fraternalist of the Year.

12. 2 points – Lodge member runs for Miss National CSA
� Maximum is 4 points, i.e., 2 members run for Miss 

National CSA.

13. 2 points – Lodge fills out Lodge Phone Tree.
� Maximum is 2 points.

Maximum Points Available: 33 
Points Needed:

Platinum 12 Points
Gold 10 Points
Silver 8 Points
Bronze 6 Points

BONUS: If you have an excess of 4 points (max) in any cate-
gory, you can apply these 4 points to another category. 

Continued on page 13.
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Journal Themes for 2023
February - Girls and Women in Sports 

March - National Namesake Day

April - International Dance (Let’s feature some of our members and the traditional dances.)

May - Physical Fitness/Sports (Celebrate members active in Sokol, bowling, hiking, etc.)

June - Safety Month

July/August - Picnic Month

September - GTG

October - World Food Day

November - Veterans

December - Seasonal Depression Awareness

January (2024) - New Years Around the World

If you have anything to contribute, please reach out to your lodge Scribe or email csajournaleditor@gmail.com.
Remember, the deadline for submission is the 12th of the month prior to publication.  
(For example, an article for the March issue would be due February 12.)

Lodge Recognition Program - 2023
List of Options

IV. Lodge Reporting (Sound Operations)

Documentation NOT needed. Submissions verified by Home
Office.
** These options are REQUIRED to win ANY award.

1. +1 BONUS point – Annual Financial Report submitted to
Home Office by February 28, 2023.

2. ** 3 points – Annual Financial Report submitted to Home
Office by March 31, 2023.

3. ** 3 points – Annual Lodge Election Report sent to Home
Office by December 31, 2023.

4. 3 points – Lodge submits minimum of 5 Lodge President’s
Reports by December 31, 2023.

5. 4 points – Lodge submits minimum of 5 Journal articles
with a photo during the year.

� Additional photos do not count for additional points.
� Maximum is 4 points, i.e., 5 Journal articles with a 

photo during the year.

6. 2 points – Lodge sends 2 brief articles and photos to
Fraternal Department for Facebook post.

� Maximum is 2 points, i.e., 2 brief articles and photos.

7. 2 points – Lodge sends 1 member’s email contact to Home
Office.

� Maximum is 4 points, i.e., 2 members’ email contact.

8. 4 points – Lodge prepares mailing and sends to members to
promote attendance at meetings, social event, notice of dead-
line(s), encourage women to participate in the Miss National
CSA Contest, etc.

� Home Office will assist with member lists and blank 
envelopes.

� Maximum is 8 points, i.e., 2 mailings.

Maximum Points Available: 28 

Points Needed:
Platinum 16 Points
Gold 12 Points
Silver 10 Points
Bronze 8 Points

Except where noted, documentation MUST be submitted for
each completed Option. Documentation can be a canceled
check, photo, invitation, flyer, ticket stub, program, receipt,
sign-in sheet, etc.

Deadline for submission: January 31, 2024.
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District Council

District Council No. 9, Southeastern
Ohio – Well friends, we’re starting off
with a fresh new year!  It’s always great
to turn that page or even begin a brand
new calendar.  There’s something both
healing and exciting about a fresh start
to a brand new year, even if it’s only the
difference of a day.  We hope this article
finds you and your loved ones in a
happy place!

District Council No. 9 elected their
officers at the November 2022 meeting.
Leading the group in 2023 will be:
President Peggy Heavner Goclan, Vice-
President Wendy Lovell, Secretary
Mariann Ebright, Treasurer James
Belanus, and Guide/Sentry Charles
Ebright.   Members of all three lodges
(No. 121, No. 251, and No. 310) will be
represented on the Auditing and
Membership Committees, as well.
District Council No. 9 meets the second
Sunday of the month at 1:00 p.m. at The
Pizza Hut Social Room in St.

Clairsville, Ohio.  Delegates to D.C. No.
9 are encouraged to attend.  For further
information, please contact Secretary
Mariann Ebright at (740) 733-8158.

Individual lodges gave their activity
reports which included:  several mone-
tary donations, volunteer hours worked
in local churches and food pantries,
donations to animal shelters and military
personnel, and various community and
individual outreach projects.  The lodges
continue to work hard at upholding
CSA’s motto:  “Volunteering…it’s what
we do!” 

In early December, members enjoyed
a Holiday Luncheon at Mehlman’s
Cafeteria in St. Clairsville, Ohio.  Our
picture shows Joe Goclan, his wife
(D.C. No. 9 President) Peggy, and step-
son (D.C. No. 9 Treasurer) James
Belanus.  Members were entertained
with many “horse stories” shared by Joe
and his family this year.  Peggy and Joe
very generously share their animals with

local school children every fall as part
of a show-and-tell time.  They transport
them to the schools by trailer and allow
the children time to pet and visit with
them.  Of course, they also offer a ques-
tion-and-answer time, too.  The Goclan
Family reports that they really enjoy the
community outreach they can offer to
the children of the local parochial
schools.

We would like to wish our Region C
Director, Terry Placek, his extended
family of Lodge Groveton No. 4, and
our entire CSA family the happiest of
new years!  May 2023 be your best one
yet!  

To health and happiness,
Sister Wendy Kurtz Lovell

New Year, Fresh Start!
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Harrison/Hus/Garfield No.
378, Cicero, Illinois – Holiday greet-
ings and a happy 2023 to all. On
December 5, our lodge had a luncheon
to celebrate the holiday and also
achievements for the year. Invited to
join us were Matt Koski and Kelly
Deegan from the Home Office. It was a
chance to meet Kelly. Also, we invited
our Miss CSA contestant Gwen
Schretter and Mary Oskroba, her grand-
mother and longtime CSA member.
Gwen talked about her experiences at
Aurora University and her plans for her
future schooling. We were then told of
her job in the lab working on mush-
rooms and the items that can be pro-
duced from them.

We talked of the old Czech
Christmas custom of St. Nicholas,
Angel, and Cert, asking if any remember

what they got when they were younger.
Many got candy but there were a few
potatoes, some onions, but no coal.

Finishing out the year, we made our
CSA serves donation to the T.G.

Masaryk Czech School.
We will not meet in January. Contact

me if you are interested in February.
Ken Dvorsky

Miss CSA Contestant Visits Lodge

Choices Abound Answers to
Crossword
Puzzle on
Page 35:

Lodge Mile Hi Czechs No. 432, Lakewood, Colorado – Greetings from Lodge
Mile Hi No. 432.  The holidays were upon us for better or for worse, with mental
health therapists making lots of money. Some of you may remember the Norman
Rockwell painting on the cover of the Saturday Evening Post.  There was a long
Thanksgiving table filled with food and smiling faces.  Mother or grandmother
placed the succulent turkey at the head of the table to be carved by father.  How was
your Thanksgiving?  

Over the years and hastened by social media, the quarantine of COVID, and pol-
itics, times have changed.  Families have fragmented, children have grown up and
scattered.  Choices abound.  If you live in a cold place, you can use your holiday
time to go to the beach, or if you live in a warm climate, you can go to a cold cli-
mate for skiing.  People living in one room apartments in 2020 did not have turkey.
They had takeout or chili and discovered that it wasn’t too bad. Now we are coming
out of the Christmas season of holiday music, cards, gifts, and spending.

Many people have cheerfully given up buying Christmas stamps and Christamas
cards and turned to social media to send out their seasons greetings.  Money is nice
but gift cards are even better in some cases.  The gorgeous wrapping  paper and rib-
bon are going the way of the do-do. Most people in a hurry, prefer a charming, often
decorated bag to place their gift in and add a little tissue paper on top and voila -
you can gift it.

Children are playing in the metaverse and would prefer virtual gifts as opposed
to real toys.  Nevertheless, through the welter of Christmas lights, music and food,
there comes the shining light of keeping Christ in Christmas.   People do go to
church and are extremely charitable to those less fortunate.  All is not lost.  Count
your blessings, be grateful, and thankful!

Stay tuned for the Happy New Year to come!
Faithfully yours,

Pat Kenning
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Prokop Velky No. 137, Cedar
Rapids, Iowa – On Friday, December 2,
we held our Christmas Party.  We started
with a toast to 2023, then hors d’oeuvres
and a wonderful catered meal from
Dostal’s Catering.  Dessert was some
great kolaches.  A special thanks to our
President Vernon Rompot for organizing
our party and his two elves, Clyde and
Sue Melvin, for all their help with prep
and clean up.  Everyone got to pick a
special gift and joined in singing the
Christmas carols.

One of our special projects this year
was making tied lap blankets for the res-
idents of a nursing home.  On Tuesday,
December 6, we visited The Woodlands
at Methwick Manor in Cedar Rapids.
Approximately 65 people enjoyed a visit
from Santa and Mrs. Claus (Chuck and
DeeAnn Nejdl), receiving their blanket
and a Beenie Baby, and the accordion
players playing Christmas songs.  I saw
a lot of those residents clapping and
singing along.  It was a good day had by
all.

Now we look forward to 2023.
Hoping that COVID goes away and life
can resume to some normalcy. Wishing
everyone a Happy New Year!

Fraternally,
Rai Ann Stratton

Special Project: Tied Lap Blankets
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Century of Progress/Bila Hora,
No. 231, Cicero, Illinois – We hope
everyone had a good holiday season
with delightful turkey on Thanksgiving,
juicy ham on Christmas, and scrump-
tious prime rib on New Year’s Day.  Our
meeting was held on November 9, 2022
at which time we approved the minutes
and accepted the Treasurer’s report.  The
Secretary reported that we had received
thank-you notes from the various chari-
ties to which we contributed.  At this
time, we approved contributions to the
Salvation Army Christmas fund, the
CSA Scholarship Fund, and the USO.  

We received word that the CSA
Home Office acknowledged our Lodge
No. 231 with a 50% match of our dona-
tion to the “People Helping People” pro-
gram of St. Barbara’s Food Pantry held
earlier this year.  It was also reported
that there were no meetings held by the
Cultural Division or District Council
No. 12.

Lodge members held an Election of
Officers: President Dolores Klejko, Vice
President Nita Natkowski, Secretary Ed
Slavik, and Treasurer Roberta Kulik.
Lodge members also held their annual
Memorial Service.  Pictured are Loretta
Paulus, Roberta Kulik, Nita Natkowski,
Ed Slavik,  and Dolores Klejko (I took
the picture).

In the meantime, I have been receiv-
ing informational emails from Klara
Moldova, Vice President of the T.G.
Masaryk School.  One of the emails
included information of a concert held at
the Cervantes Institute of Chicago in
November, 2022.  Music to commemo-
rate the 33rd anniversary of the “Velvet
Revolution” in November 1989 was
scheduled among other things.

To show my naiveite, what was the
Velvet Revolution?  So, I checked. 

It seems that there was a nationwide
protest movement in Czechoslovakia in
November-December 1989 that ended
more than 40 years of communist rule in
the country.  In 1989, a wave of protests
against communist rule erupted in east-
ern Europe.  On November 16, students
in Bratislava gathered for a peaceful
demonstration, and the next day a stu-
dent march approved by the authorities
took place in Prague.  The Prague march
was intended to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the suppression of a stu-
dent demonstration in German-occupied
Prague, but students soon began criticiz-
ing the regime, and the police reacted
with brutality.

This incident set off a number of
events (Velvet Revolution) which forced
the authorities to negotiate with the
opposition.  As a result, a transition gov-

ernment incorporating members of the
Civic Forum and Public Against
Violence was formed.  Vaclav Havel
was elected to the post of interim presi-
dent on December 29, 1989, and he was
reelected to the presidency in July 1990,
becoming the country’s first noncommu-
nist leader since 1948.  Klara Moldova’s
parents took part in these demonstra-
tions.

I often wondered what it was that
forced the communists from
Czechoslovakia.  Writing this column
had certainly given me a welcomed but
abbreviated education into the history of
Czechoslovakia and the communist rule.

Lodge Century of Progress/Bila Hora
No. 231 meets once a month on the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month.  We meet
at the T.G. Masaryk School, 5701 W.
22nd Place, Cicero, Illinois, at noon.
We review volunteerism, benevolence,
and other communal, individual, and
future activities of the lodge.  The meet-
ing is open to all members.  If you have
ideas for other activities, we are open to
any suggestions you may have.  The
meeting is the place to share.  Consider
this an invitation to attend our meeting.
Please join us.

Fraternally submitted,
Elaine Tejcek

What Velvet Revolution?
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Woodrow Wilson No. 377,
Brookfield, Illinois – Once again, our
members put their talents to work, craft-
ing holiday ornaments for donation to
Tabor Hills Supportive Living
Community where our handicrafts are
much appreciated. We’re grateful to all
who contributed to creating 100 shiny,
festive ornaments for residents at Tabor
Hills to enjoy. Major thanks go to our
“Craft Queen,” Pat Satek, who orga-
nized materials into handy kits – com-
plete with a sample of the finished prod-
uct so we couldn’t go wrong! – and Beth
Hemzacek, who delivered the ornaments
to Tabor Hills.

Our 2022 competition, to earn lodge
recognition points, was a Wordle chal-
lenge. If you don’t ‘Wordle’, it’s an
online puzzle: just once a day, to guess a
5-letter word in six tries. Several of our
members try to ‘Wordle’ every day
(though some of us don’t always man-
age to do that!), and share with each
other the pattern of their guesses via
social media. For her supreme commit-
ment to participating every day and
encouraging the rest of us, as well as for
her Wordle savviness, the winner of our
challenge is Anna Ramirez. Anna was
(literally) crowned the “Wordle
Champion” at our December meeting,
which included bestowing royal crowns
on our super-achiever members, Anna
and Pat.

Speaking of our December meeting,
it was so nice to gather in person (albeit
a small group) for our traditional holi-
day potluck. Many thanks to those who
supplied enough food for all of us – and
then some! – and sent us away with
tummies full of delicious food. I hope
that all of you will enjoy the bounty of
the season, shared with those close to
you.

Sending wishes to all for a safe and
happy start to the new year!

Fraternally,
Jean Hemzáček Laukant   
hemzacek.j@gmail.com

630-915-9745  

Holiday Fun and Royal Fashion 

Craft Queen Pat and Wordle Champ Anna, sporting their well-deserved
crowns

Holiday decorations to brighten Tabor Hills
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Yankee-Jungmann No. 77,
North Riverside, Illinois – Our
November meeting was a very busy one.
First we voted on which charities we
will be contributing to. The following
were selected: St. Barbara’s Food
Pantry; Operation Troops; Friends of the
Bohemian National Cemetery; Czech
National Cemetery, Cedar Rapids, Iowa;
Salvation Army; and the T.G. Masaryk
Czech School.

We lost three of our lodge members
this year, and we held a memorial for
each. A rememberance of Millie Calek
was given by Mary Ellen Janda. Ken
Dvorsky gave one for Jerry Cicela, and
Chuck Michalek gave one for his uncle,
Dan Michalik.

Lastly, we held our elections. The
results are as follows: President Mary
Ellen Janda, Secretary Cindy
Bueneman, Treasurer Eunice Semple,
and Vice President, Sentry, Guide, and
Well Wishes Margaret Jasinski.

We also had an unexpected guest at
our meeting, his name was Marty.
Chuck Michalek was dog sitting and
brought him along. What a friendly dog.

The year ended with our lodge col-
lecting over 1,000 prescription bottles.
A big thank-you to all who donated.

Our January and February meetings
will be held via Zoom.  Hopefully, the
winter will not bring a lot of snow and
cold. We like to wish everyone a Happy
and Healthy New Year.

Mary Ellen Janda

Unexpected Guest

Fraternal Well Wishes
Sue Garofalo

Lodge Cleveland Chapter No. 219

Jan Russell
Lodge Cleveland Chapter No. 219
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Lodge Happenings

Interested in Bowling?

We need bowlers for the 
National Bowling Congress.  

Email kdeegan@csalife.com

Lodge Washington No. 30, St. Louis,
Missouri – Our December meeting was
a festive one, complete with pizza,
salad, a little wine, a gift exchange, and
a few spirited rounds of Bingo, in which
everyone had to yell out the name of a
reindeer when they won.  The winnings
were spread out almost evenly, which is
always nice, and we enjoyed our usual
conversation and laughter.  We thank
Karen Ditz for taking care of the food
and dessert and all the members in

attendance for making it a fun evening.  
We also went over the requirements

for the Lodge Recognition Program and
determined that our efforts for “CSA
Serves” during 2022 resulted in a total
of $326 in donations to Greater St.
Louis Honor Flight.  How wonderful is
that!  We’re proud that we’ve been able
to support so many worthwhile causes
over the years with support from the
Home Office, and we know we’ll con-
tinue to do so in 2023 and beyond.

All of our elected officers agreed to
stay in their positions for another year,
and we appreciate President Jenny
Zeman, Vice President Deborah Zeman,
Secretary Gail Petelik, Treasurer Karen
Ditz, and Guide and Sentry Ericka Ryals
for continuing their service to the lodge.
Jenny Zeman will represent us on the
District Council, and Karen Ditz and
Deborah Zeman are our delegates to the
ACEC Board of Directors.  With the
loss of Charlie Jerabek of our lodge, we
have another Board delegate position to
fill, so if any of our local members are
interested in being one of our represen-
tatives, please let me know at 314-732-
9620.

Lots of cities probably use the say-
ing, “if you don’t like the weather, stick
around a few minutes and it’ll change.”
Here in St. Louis, the temps in the fall
were up and down, and one of the
results was a morning of dense fog.
This photo (taken by a non-member)
shows what it looked like over down-
town St. Louis that day.  But stick
around, next week it might be in the
60s!

Here’s wishing all our members and
friends the best of everything in the
New Year!

Fraternally,
Deborah Zeman

Looking for a Board Delegate
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Svetlo No. 277, Caldwell, Texas
– Happy New Year to all reading this
report.  

At our November meeting, we met at
Pizza Hut and had seven members and
two guests present.  One of our guests
was the mayor of Caldwell, Janice
Easter.  She spoke to our members about
the upcoming Food for Families Food
Drive, which she is the chairman for our
county.  Janice is the first female elected
to the position of mayor for our town.
She is a lifelong resident of Caldwell
and is very active with our annual
Kolache Festival, where she served as
chairman for many years.  Her maiden
name is Urbanovsky and her mother was
a Supak, so she is also very much

“Czech” and was very interested in the
history of our lodge and organization.  I
just might need to get her to join our
group.  

Lodge Svetlo No. 277 closed out
2022 by making food and a monetary
donation to the Brazos Valley Food for
Families Food drive that was held on
Wednesday, December 7.  Members
donated non-perishable food items at
our meeting on December 1.  Our coun-
ty collected 11,000 pounds of food and
$56,000.  All donations received in our
county stay in our county and support
three local food ministries.  This is a
huge amount considering the population
of our rural county.  

At the meeting, we had our installa-

tion of officers for the new year.  Sister
Betty Suehs installed the officers.
Officers are:  President Patsy Story, Vice
President Shirley Vavra, Secretary Carol
Petty, Treasurer Carolyn Doonan, and
Scribe Susan Skrabanek.  

Fraternally, 
Susan Skrabanek

Mayor Attends Lodge Meeting
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Kruh Osvojenych Zen a Panu
No. 121, Dillonvale, Ohio – It’s hard to
believe, but another new year is upon
us!  Many of our members were quite
anxious to turn over the previous calen-
dar year as 2022 was somewhat of a
struggle for them.  Unfortunately, for
our lodge, some of our dear friends met
with a variety of health challenges last
year.  We are all hopeful for a healthier
2023 for all!

Our November Election of Officers
yielded the following:  President Wendy
Lovell, Vice-President Delores
Shinkarow, Secretary Mariann Ebright,
Treasurer Gary Lovell, and
Guide/Sentry Chuck Ebright.  Elijah
Lovell will be our Youth Director and
members volunteered for the Auditing
and Membership Committees respec-
tively.  Our lodge meets the second
Sunday of the month at 1:00 p.m. at var-
ious restaurants or social halls.  Please
call Lodge Secretary Mariann Ebright at
(740) 733-8158 or Lodge President
Wendy Lovell at (740) 769-7511 for

specific information as to the location of
the meetings.  All members of Lodge
No. 121 are welcome and encouraged to
attend the monthly meetings!  We would
love the opportunity to get to visit with
you and get new ideas for our organiza-
tion.  Please consider joining us!

To round out our CSA Serves and
Lodge Recognition Program
Requirements for the year, we made
some donations at our last meeting.
Recent monetary donations included:
St. Joseph’s Parish in Tiltonsville, Ohio,
Dillonvale Presbyterian Church, and the
CSA Scholarship Fund.  Members also
completed volunteer hours in their
respective charities on behalf of CSA
Fraternal Life.  

With several of our lodge friends
being challenged with health problems
recently, many of our members were
busy making personal visits, sending
cards and get-well wishes, making
phone calls, and preparing goodie bags
and gifts.  We especially want to wish
Mariann Ebright, Delores Shinkarow,

and Brad Kurtz all the best as they work
to build their strength over the next
month and into the new year.  These
lodge friends have been greatly tested
over the past few months and we pray
that they will all find their way back to
us in their own time.  We think of them
often and pray for them.  (Mariann is
pictured seated in a chair, Delores is pic-
tured with a blanket and pillow, and
Brad is pictured studying a menu.)

We would like to take the opportuni-
ty to wish all our CSA Brothers and
Sisters nationwide the happiest of new
years!  Eleanor Roosevelt said it best:
“With the new day, comes new strength,
and new thoughts.”  May each day find
you stronger than the day before…and
may all your thoughts be positive!
Remember to check on someone you
love today.

Best wishes for a Happy New Year,
Sister Wendy Kurtz Lovell

Promises of a New Year
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge R.T. Crane Jr. No. 7, North
Riverside, Illinois – Lodge Crane had a
Christmas Party at McCook Bohemian
Restaurant on Saturday, December 10.
We enjoyed some delicious food and
answered some Christmas trivia ques-
tions. It was nice having a real
Christmas party after cancelling it the
past few years.

Lodges Crane, Sionilli, and Rovnost
met on Thursday evening, December 8
at the Riverside Town Hall to get better
acquainted in anticipation of a possible
merger.

Lodge Sionilli hosted a dinner before
a more formal meeting, and we enjoyed
a variety of pizzas from Paisan’s, Caesar
salad, and home baked goodies from Pat
Smolucha and Kitty Hartzel. There were
16 of us in person: four from Rovnost,
eight from Sionilli, and four from Crane
(two of whom are also dual members of
Sionilli), and Joe Topinka of Lodge
Sionilli joined in via Zoom, sorry no
food for you!  

All three lodges will have separate
special votes on the topic in February,
and will ask the CSA Board for approval
at their next meeting.

Special notice to all Lodge R. T.
Crane, Jr. No. 7 members of a vote at
the February meeting of Lodge Crane
on an important matter. All members
are hereby given notice that a binding
vote will be taken on the following mat-
ter:

The active lodge members of this lodge
have been in discussions of a merger to
combine Lodges: R.T. Crane, Jr. No. 7,
Lodge Rovnost No. 53, and Sionilli No.
170.  The lodges have discussed the
possibility individually and together,
and want to go forward, in order to form
a stronger lodge.

If approved by this special vote of
the members, the officers will request
permission from the Board of Directors
of CSA Fraternal Life to proceed with

such merger.
The meeting will be held via Zoom,

with a phone-in option, at 7 p.m. Central
Time on Wednesday, February 22, 2023.
To obtain the log-in or phone-in infor-
mation, contact lodge secretary Vera
Wilt at 708-268-9350 or email her at
verawilt@aol.com.

Fraternally,
Alix Fron

Meeting Regarding a Possible Merger

Lodge Rovnost No. 53, Indian Head
Park, Illinois – Special Notice to all
Lodge Rovnost No. 53 members of a
vote at the February meeting of
Lodge Rovnost on an important mat-
ter.

All members are hereby given notice
that a binding vote will be taken on the
following matter:

The active lodge members of this

lodge have been in discussion of a
merger to combine Lodges:  R.T. Crane,
Jr. No. 7, Rovnost No. 53, and Sionilli
No. 170.  The lodges have discussed the
possibility individually and together,
and want to go forward in order to form
a stronger lodge.

If approved by this special vote of
the members, the officers will request
permission from the Board of Directors

of CSA Fraternal Life to proceed with
such merger.

The meeting will be held on
February 21, 2023, at 1:00 p.m., at 6608
Cochise Drive, Indian Head Park, IL
60525.  Call 630-781-4798 to confirm
your attendance.

Fraternally, 
Christine Lanzel

Secretary, Lodge Rovnost No. 53

Special Notice of a Vote to All Members of
Lodge Rovnost No. 53 
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Sionilli No. 170, Brookfield,
Illinois – We are so proud of our mem-
bers, Jacob (pictured left) and James
Weissensel (center) and so is their
grandmother, LaVerne Weissensel.  Her
grandsons are both runners and have put
in a lot of hard work and dedication to
reach some amazing running goals!
James Weissensel won the Naperville
Half Marathon on October 16 with a
time of 1 hour, 9 minutes, and 26 sec-
onds, which is a pace of 5 minutes and
18 seconds per mile!  His youngest
brother, Jacob, runs cross country for
Waubonsee Community College.  He
recently qualified for the National
Junior College Cross Country
Championships by placing 15th at the
regional meet in Kenosha, Wisconsin on
October 29.  The National
Championships were held in
Tallahassee, Florida on November 12.
We look forward to hearing more from
LaVerne about her remarkable family!
Also we would like to wish LaVerne a
very happy birthday!  She turned 91 on

Christmas day!
I hope that many of you had the

opportunity to go to the Museum of
Science and Industry to see the
Christmas Around the World exhibit of
Christmas trees.  John Pritasil, along
with the Moravian Cultural Society, set
up and decorated the beautiful Czech
tree.  It will be on display until January
8, 2023.

John also hosted a lodge get-together
in October. His home was decorated so
festively for the Halloween holiday.
Delicious refreshments of apple cider
and donuts were enjoyed by all who
were in attendance.

Our most recent meeting was a pizza,
salad, and dessert social held in
Riverside at the Village Hall on
December 8 where we met with Lodge
R.T. Crane, Jr. and Lodge Rovnost.  

Special notice to all Lodge Sionilli
No. 170 members of a vote at the
February meeting of Lodge Sionilli on
an important matter. All members are
hereby given notice that a binding vote
will be taken on the following matter:

The active lodge members of this lodge
have been in discussions of a merger to
combine Lodges: R.T. Crane, Jr. No. 7,
Lodge Rovnost No. 53, and Lodge
Sionilli No. 170.  The lodges have dis-
cussed the possibility individually and
together, and want to go forward, in
order to form a stronger lodge.

If approved by this special vote of
the members, the officers will request
permission from the Board of Directors
of CSA Fraternal Life to proceed with
such merger.

The meeting will be held via Zoom,
with a phone-in option, at 7 p.m. Central
Time on Thursday, February 16, 2023.
To obtain the log-in information, contact
lodge secretary Vera Wilt by phone  at 
708-268-9350 or email her at:
verawilt@aol.com.

We hope that your New Year is off to
a great start and we wish you much
friendship and good health in the New
Year 2023!

Fraternally,
Pat Smolucha

(s.smolucha@sbcglobal.net)

So Proud of Our Members
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Benjamin Franklin No. 02,
Seven Hills, Ohio – Happy New Year,
here’s wishing everyone a healthy,
happy and prosperous 2023! 

Lodge Franklin members gathered
for their yearly social at the District
Council No. 10 Christmas/ Pin Party at
St. Michael’s Woodside on December
11, 2022. As we’ve become accustomed,
the food was amazing and the drinks
excellent! 

Following dinner, and in a change of
pace, we were entertained by the
“Celebration Ringers Community
Handbell Choir,” based in Strongsville,
Ohio. The fifteen-member ensemble
played a twelve number set of Christmas
carols from around the world. In atten-
dance were Heather and Matt Koski
from the Home Office, and bearing
gifts! Thanks so much for the many
novel giveaways. 

Secretary Koski gave a brief speech
and conducted the ritualistic presenta-
tion to the two pin recipients from
District No. 10. Lodge Franklin had no
inductees in attendance, however,
George J. Burda is celebrating his 75th

year and members Joseph A. Kocab,
Heidi Pintner, and James P. Vojtech have
reached their golden anniversary in
CSA. Congratulations on attaining this
distinction and being a member in good
standing for so many years! 

Franklin sideboard winners were Jim
H. Zidlicky, Jimmy D. Zidlicky, and
Scott Krecow. Our members seem to
always have a hot hand at this party!
Most of us took home a door prize, and
there were many! 

Special thanks to our President Scott
Krecow for the phenomenal job he does
putting together the ten prizes Franklin
contributes. Scott says he looks forward
to it, as it “puts me in the holiday spir-
it!” When our friends at Lodge

Paramount/Southgate gather for their
yearly picture beneath the tree, there
always seems to be a photo bomber in
the background. This year they asked
one of our members if he’d be so kind
as to take their picture. Amazingly, no
photo bomb! Jimmy Zidlicky, I think
they got your number! 

Stastny Novy Rok, 
Jeff Zidlicky

Celebration Ringers Community Handbell Choir
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Groveton No. 4, Coraopolis, Pennsylvania – Hello
Brothers and Sisters, and Happy New Year! May this new
year bring you happiness, peace, and prosperity! We also hope
everyone had a safe and happy holiday season.

Our lodged finished off 2022 with a pizza party and chari-
table giving at our December meeting! One of the charities

included Racers for Tots. This organization benefits children
in need by purchasing them new toys and bicycles. Toy pur-
chases were organized by lodge President Terilyn Bichler. We
look forward to another year of volunteerism!

Lodge Groveton meetings will be held on the first
Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m. at Groveton Fire Hall.
Please contact Terry Placek at: tfpplace@verizon.net, if inter-
ested. We hope everyone stays warm and healthy during these
cold, winter months!

Fraternally,
Hunter Rae Yurkovich

Racers for Tots
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TO CONTINUE CSA’S TRADITION 
OF ASSISTING OUR YOUNG 
MEMBERS IN PURSUING
THEIR EDUCATION
      Lodge Harrison/Hus/Garfield No. 378 50% Match       
      Lodge Benjamin Franklin No. 002                                 
      Charles Courtney                                                            
                                                                                             
      

IN MEMORY OF GERALDINE STONE
      Robert N. Stone                                                              

IN MEMORY OF DECEASED MEMBERS
      Lodge Yankee-Jungmann No. 77                                   
      
Total Donations                                         $500.00             
                                                                                

                                                                                             

Scholarship Fund Report
November 10,  2022 - December 10, 2022
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In Memoriam

Claim Name Lodge Location Date of Death Age 
54943 Concilio, Dorothy M. 4 VERONA, PA 11/01/22 90
54964 Birkos, Rose R. 4 VERONA, PA 11/04/22 86
54984 Hovorka, Martha 77 PORTLAND, OR 10/27/14 84
54960 Spears, Joseph S. 121 DILLONVALE, OH 09/08/22 59
54973 Firm, Beth A. 121 TORONTO, OH 10/16/22 69
54946 Netolicky, Arlo E. 137 MARION, IA 10/22/22 82
54949 Cada, Jerry J. 137 CEDAR RAPIDS, IA 10/30/22 60
54953 Engle, Robert 137 GUTTENBERG, IA 04/09/20 88
54989 Rabik, Freda I. 137 CEDAR RAPIDS, IA 11/17/22 91
54948 Zachotina, George J. 151 ANTIOCH, IL 05/11/22 73
54955 Turek, Jennifer R. 151 CITY UNKNOWN, FL 09/08/19 49
54976 Wostratzky, Blanche D. 151 LAGRANGE PARK, IL 11/07/22 96
54961 Moore, James O. 211 EAST ORANGE, NJ 10/24/22 87
54985 Porschen, William J. 211 NAPLES, FL 08/09/14 81
54986 Howell, Harris 211 JERSEY CITY, NJ 10/22/22 76
54977 Vacik, James L. 214 SAGINAW, MI 10/24/22 90
54956 Pavarini, Kathryn 219 CLEVELAND, OH 07/26/19 76
54950 Matusek, Ivan 230 LARGO, FL 05/22/11 75
54962 Shopnitz, Kamille L. 231 CONROE, TX 05/24/14 61
54987 Vesely, Edward S. 279 TOLEDO, IA 11/23/22 83
54972 Smith, William K. 310 YOUNGSTOWN, OH 12/12/18 85
54947 Vimr, Jerry W. 366 ALLEN PARK, MI 09/07/22 83
54975 Zboril, James 366 ROCHESTER, MI 05/01/22 83
54951 Salak, Frank 372 MAPLE HEIGHTS, OH 09/13/19 99
54957 Wilson, Willie L. 372 YOUNGSTOWN, OH 09/23/22 69
54968 Bubenicek, Mary A. 377 WESTMONT, IL 05/22/22 99
54954 Weldon, Joseph P. 388 IOWA CITY, IA 11/02/22 74
54982 Novak, James F. 388 CEDAR RAPIDS, IA 11/07/22 95
54991 Abel, Darrill L. 388 AMES, IA 10/13/22 85
54969 Kupinski, Edward A. 404 COLLINSVILLE, IL 11/17/22 85
54974 Skeith, Eleanor L. 408 MT. PLEASANT, MI 10/10/22 84
54952 Ruge, Jeanette J. 409 LOMBARD, IL 10/19/22 91
54958 Kucera, David J. 409 DOWNERS GROVE, IL 05/14/19 68
54988 O’Connell, Charles 409 ORLAND PARK, IL 09/09/22 90
54983 Lee, Ruby 422 BROOKLYN, NY 11/14/22 89
54990 Kilian, Frank J. 428 STUART, FL 11/19/22 74
54966 Vlasak, Frank J. 450 VESTAL, NY 11/26/22 85
54945 Truxal, Norma J. 479 W. NEWTON, PA 11/02/22 84
54959 Treber, Chad A. 479 JEANNETTE, PA 06/17/20 55
54965 Tonin, Bonnie L. 479 LARGO, FL 09/04/22 73
54971 Falesnik, Bessie M. 479 STOCKBRIDGE, GA 10/26/22 97
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In Memoriam

My friendship with Jerry Cicela, Lodge Yankee-Jungmann
No. 77, started in 1972 when I joined the CSA Tuesday night
bowling league. We ended up teammates for over 30 years,
enjoying many tournaments and bus trips to numerous cities.
In 1981, we won the doubles title at the CSA Congress.

Jerry attended IIT and received his degree. He worked for
the next 20 years in the telecommunications industry.

He and his family were members of Lodge Yankee-
Jungmann and were well remembered for their Christmas
music.

Jerry was a Chicago Cub fan. He was an avid 16-inch soft-
ball player in the Chicago area.  

When Jerry finally retired, he was a volunteer at the
Bohemian National Cemetery and also at the T.G. Masaryk
Czech School where he took classes.

His many friends will miss his singing and his support at
many projects.

Fraternally,
Ken Dvorsky

Molly Jean Clarke, Lodge Minnesota No. 210, passed away
on September 25, 2022 at age 17, following a tragic accident.
Molly is the daughter of Doug and Katie (Rypka) Clarke, and
grew up in rural Fulda.  She attended Prairie Elementary in
Worthington and Fulda High School, where she was in her
Junior year. She was active in cross country, track, dance, cul-
ture club, FFA, and choir.  She was a passionate 4-H member
and was her club treasurer and a youth ambassador. She loved
her 4-H friends and hanging around at the county fair. The
State Fair was a highlight of her summer labor.  Molly showed
pigs, chickens, and many general exhibits. She loved every-
thing about life, especially being with her grandparents, aunts,
uncles, and cousins.

Survivors include her parents, Doug and Katie Clarke of
Fulda, MN; sister, Mara Clarke of Fulda, MN; paternal grand-
parents, Steve (Donna) Clarke of Fulda, MN and Mark (Carol)
Rypka of Owatonna, MN; uncles Philip (Kayla) Clarke of
Fulda, MN, Neil Clarke of Fulda, MN, Loren (Sarah) Clarke
of Balaton, MN, Jeff (Permilla) Rypka of Calrton, MN, and
Brian (Dani) Rypka of Owatonna, MN; and best cousins,
Desmond Bixby, Torrin, Kaston, Brodik, Holden, Maverick,
and Kennedy Clarke, Veronica, Karl, Eddie, George, Julia,
and Thomas Rypka (Molly’s Godson); paternal great-grand-
mother Phillis Schettler of Worthington, MN, and maternal
great-grandparents Marvin (Andrea) Edel of Kilkenny, MN.
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Lodge Happenings
We Had Fun this Holiday Season
Lodge Cleveland Chapter No. 219,
Cleveland, Ohio – We enjoyed having
fun this holiday season.  There were
eleven members at our December meet-

ing.  The brief meeting was held at our
local Longhorn restaurant, followed by
an enjoyable meal/party.  Freddie Shima
handed out candy and note pads to
everyone. Thank you, Freddie!  

There were three deceased members
from our lodge.  We held a moment of
silence for them.

The first half of our bowling season
is over.  We celebrated the holidays on

December 21 at the bowling alley with a
luncheon and gift exchange.

Our Pin Party turned out pretty well.
There were around 50 people there shar-
ing a wonderful meal and entertainment
by a Bell Choir.  There were sideboards,
background music, and raffle prizes.
Matt Koski and his wife joined us for
the celebration.  He brought along CSA
bags, drink cozies, and other items to
share with the attendees.  Thank you
very much, Matt.  One of our members,
Sue Garofola, was to receive her 50 year
pin, but unfortunately could not attend.

Our January meeting will be back at
the Parma Heights Library.  Please bring
your own lunch and beverage.  Dessert
will be provided. We will be inducting
the new officers at this meeting.

We hope everyone had a blessed and
beautiful Christmas and New Year’s.  

Fraternally yours, 
Judy (Sevcik) Genco
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge DuPage Pioneers/Edison No.
409, Westmont, Illinois – Lodge
DuPage Pioneers/Edison No. 409 met at
the iconic Dell Rhea’s Chicken Basket
for our annual Christmas meal.
Members enjoyed the famous fried
chicken and other delicious entrees on
the daily buffet.  After lunch, a brief raf-
fle was held with prizes provided by
Lisa Cassai.  Lucky winners were Jim
and Judy Wozniak and Anthony
Cervenka.  Thanks to Ed and Anthony
Cervenka for their gift of garden grown
garlic for Christmas dinners. Next was
our traditional Christmas Card
Exchange followed by members enjoy-
ing fellowship and sharing holiday day
plans, activities, family traditions, and
stories.  

Google tells us that Dell Rhea’s
began in a gas station in the late 1930’s.
Legend has it that two women
approached the owners with a delicious
recipe for fried chicken.  They would
share the recipe if the owners purchased
their chickens!  Soon the restaurant was

serving the fried chicken and their busi-
ness grew.  Adjacent property was pur-
chased and the current restaurant loca-
tion on Route 66 opened in 1946.
Because of its location, it became a Blue
Bird bus stop, and travelers came to the
restaurant to buy tickets to travel across
country. Because the popularity of fried
chicken grew, another local farmer sup-
plied chickens.  This farmer was Stanley
Helma, the father and grandfather of the
then owners. When I-55 opened, the
restaurant was by-passed.  In 1963, the
Dell Rhea family took over and have
kept the restaurant’s homestyle

ambiance, great chicken, and good ser-
vice. The restaurant was inducted into
the Route 66 Hall of Fame in 1992 and
was named the Best Fried Chicken in
Chicagoland by the restaurant critic at
the Chicago Sun Times. In 2006, it was
inducted into the National Register of
Historic Places.  Look what a chicken
recipe accomplished!

Lodge DuPage/Pioneers wishes all of
our CSA brothers and sisters a happy,
healthy, and prosperous 2023.  May it be
so!

Fraternally,
Gerri Romanelli

Holiday Kicks on Route 66!
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Just Kids
Happy 

New Year
2023
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Czech to English

Send Just Kids your stories, riddles, etc.
Mail: Just Kids, c/o the CSA Journal, 

P.O. Box 249, Lombard, IL 60148

JJuuss tt   KKiiddss

Nejvyšší je platina, zlato, stříbro a bronz…..................................…..
........................................highest is platinum, gold silver and bronze          

(nej-vi-šš-í je pla-ti-na, zlla-to, stří-bro a bronz)

Leden…….....…………………………January  (Le-den)
Šťastný Nový Rok………......………....Happy New Year     

(Šťast-ný No-vý Rok)
Dobrovolnictví……….volunteering  (do-bro-vol-nic-tví)
To je co děláme…….it is what we do  (to je co děl-á-me)
Darování peníze.…donating money  (dar-ov-á-ní pe-něz)
Pomoc při katastrofě…................................disaster relief

(po-moc při ka-ta-strof-ě)
Poděkování vašemu doručovateli novin……...................
.........................thanking your newspaper delivery person  

(po-děk-ov-á-ní vaš-e-mu dor-uč-o-va-te-li no-vin)
Jsou čtyři stupně vítězu…....…….there are four levels of   

winnings  (jsou čty-ři stup-ně ví-tě-zu)
A to je náš program uznání lóží….....................................
.............and that is our Lodge Recognition Program LRP          

(a to je náš pro-gram uz-ná-ní ló-ží)

Answers on page 15.




