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President’s Piece
Wishing You All the Best!
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Brothers and Sisters,

Happy December, Merry Christmas,
and Happy Holidays to all! 

2022 was another interesting
year…that’s for sure.  Whether it was
the winding down of COVID, or
CSA’s busy calendar, it was eventful.  

CSA Fraternal Life continues to
persevere through thick and thin, and
better yet, improve on things, from
our Fraternal programs to our bottom
line.   

This past year, we had another suc-
cessful Quadrennial Convention,
which was held in Oak Brook, Illinois,
in early August.   Our Delegates were
efficient, as the Convention went
smoothly.  The business of the
Society, as it is done every four years,
was taken care of.  Thank you to the
Delegates and all the volunteers who
helped with the Convention.
Additionally, of course, our Annual

Get-Together, that we “piggyback”
onto the Convention, was not only
successful, but also very fun, as
always.  

Looking ahead to 2023, we look to
continue our annual increases to our
Capital and Surplus from the
Financial standpoint.   Additionally,
heading into our 169th year of exis-
tence, we have several things sched-
uled…not the least of which is our
2023 Get-Together in Denver,
Colorado.   Make plans to be there if
you can.

My family and our whole team
here at CSA wish the best for every-
one out there. Have a wonderful holi-
day season with your loved ones! May
you all stay happy, healthy, safe, and
good.

As always, thank you for your sup-
port, and until next month…

Fraternally,
John J. Kielczewski, CLU, FLMI

President 
CSA Fraternal Life

John J. Kielczewski
President

The presidency of the Council of the
European Union is responsible for the
functioning of the Council of the
European Union, which is the co-legis-
lator of the EU legislature alongside the
European Parliament. It rotates among
the member states of the EU every six
months. The presidency is not an indi-
vidual, but rather the position is held by
a national government. It is sometimes
incorrectly referred to as the “president
of the European Union”. 

The presidency’s function is to chair
meetings of the Council, determine its

agendas, set a work program, and facili-
tate dialogue both at Council meetings
and with other EU institutions. The
presidency is currently held by the
Czech Republic.

Three successive presidencies are
known as presidency trios. The current
trio (2022–2023) is made up of France
(January–June 2022), Czech Republic
(July–December 2022), and Sweden
(January–July 2023). 

When the Council was established,
its work was minimal and the presiden-
cy rotated between each of the then six
members every six months. However, as
the work load of the Council grew and
the membership increased, the lack of
coordination between each successive
six-month presidency hindered the
development of long-term priorities for
the EU.

In order to rectify the lack of coordi-
nation, the idea of trio presidencies was
put forward where groups of three suc-

cessive presidencies cooperated on a
common political program. This was
implemented in 2007 and formally laid
down in the EU treaties in 2009 by the
Treaty of Lisbon.

Until 2009, the Presidency had
assumed political responsibility in all
areas of European integration and it
played a vital role in brokering high-
level political decisions.

The Treaty of Lisbon reduced the
importance of the Presidency signifi-
cantly by officially separating the
European Council from the Council of
the European Union. Simultaneously, it
split the foreign affairs Council configu-
ration from the General Affairs configu-
ration and created the position of High
Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy.

Wikipedia

Presidency of the Council of the EU
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Upcoming Events
Thursdays, March 24 through May 26, 2023
Beginners Czech Class 
Group Online Courses 
Language and Culture 1
Anna Cookova - CzechTalk
1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. (CT) 
Course materials included.
Maximum 20 students. 
A systematic approach using parts of speech
Czechoslovak Genealogical Society Intl. 
CGSI Member: $220 / Non Member $245 
Easy online access 
10 weeks/15 hours 
Learn to read, write, and speak in Czech
Czechtalk.com
annacookova@gmail.com
715-651-7044



Today’s Fraternal
Everyone Should be Proud of Their Efforts!
Greetings Brothers and Sisters,

I am so excited that it’s finally my
favorite time of the year.   The holiday
baking will start soon; lucky for us at
CSA, Helen already taught us how to
make apple strudel on our Facebook
page.  Anna Trush and I enjoyed help-
ing!  There is nothing better than cook-
ing all the delicious food and goodies,
seeing the lights twinkling, watching
light-hearted movies, and the smells of
Christmas.  But, of course, let’s not for-
get about getting ready for Santa Claus
to come.  I mean, who doesn’t love how
eager the kids are to be on their best
behavior because they know Santa is
watching?  I especially love the red
truck with the Christmas tree image.  It
signifies bringing families together for
the holiday season.  After all, isn’t that
what Christmas is all about?  

I have been part of the Fraternal
Department for about nine months and
have experienced most of the projects
and activities we sponsor.  I knew our
members were very active, but now I

greatly appreciate their volunteer hours
and dedication to CSA.  Everyone
should be proud of their efforts!  One
way to be recognized for that hard work
is through the Lodge Recognition
Program (LRP).  Active lodges receive
Platinum, Gold, Silver, or Bronze status
based on their activities throughout the
year.  Remember to record all your vol-
unteer hours, youth activities, and social
events to receive credit.  Your LRP
forms are due January 31, 2023.

As your lodges give monetary dona-
tions to organizations and local chari-
ties, remember our CSA Serves
Program.  When you submit your CSA
Serves paperwork to the Home Office,
your donations will be matched by 50
percent.  Be sure to list the name and
address of the organization on your form
so that we can send the matching funds
to the correct place.  If you need addi-
tional CSA Serves documents, you will
find them on our website.

Please take note that some of the
deadlines for our programs have
changed for 2023:

•   Bowl-o-Rama – March 30, 2023
•   Photo Contest – March 25, 2023
•   Scholarship – March 15, 2023

Enjoy your Christmas and New Year
celebrations!

Until next year, 

Fraternally,
Kelly Deegan

Fraternal Programs Manager
Lodge DuPage Pioneers/Edison No. 409

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com DECEMBER 2022 — CSA JOURNAL — 5

Please send lodge articles to:
csajournaleditor@gmail.com by the 12th of the month prior.

(You will receive a confirmation email.)

Please address all Fraternal inquiries to:
Kelly Deegan at kdeegan@csalife.com

1.800.543.3272 x 4307

12th
12
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Board Report

The Board of Directors elected at the
Quadrennial Convention in August of
2022 met on November 11. One good
thing that came out of the COVID situa-
tion was the availability of Zoom meet-
ings to continue business. We had two
members who tested positive but were
still able to participate in the meeting, so
all members were present. Election of
the Board Officers was held and Irma
Farrell is Chairman, Terry Placek is Vice
Chairman, and Carol Tranter is
Secretary.

Sales Manager Julie Souza reported that
both Life and Annuity sales are on track
to reach their goals and outperform last
year’s results. Goals were set for an
increase in 2023 along with an increase
in agents in states where we have
lodges. This will also mean an increase
in membership.

Fraternal Programs Manager Kelly
Deegan discussed the 2023 LRP pro-
gram and additional ways for the lodges
to earn points. This will be sent shortly.
The LRP has proved to be popular with
the membership and offers ways for the
lodges to receive extra income. There
was also discussion about the
Scholarship Program. CSA offers schol-

arships to students continuing their edu-
cation not only to two- or four- year col-
leges but also for those wanting to enter
the trade schools. If you know of any
member student who could use the
financial aid, please have them contact
Kelly in the Fraternal Department.
$3,500 is the top scholarship awarded
with additional monies available to
those who apply.

Anna Trush has handled the donations
that have been made for the Ukrainian
tragedy. The charity is the Ukrainian
Campground Association. The money
has been used to purchase clothes for
those in Ukraine and also those who
have been displaced. At the convention,
we were able to collect boxes of clothes
that were then sent to the organization.

As a reassurance, the officers reported
that a list of CSA members is never
given out to anyone.

President John Kielczewski presented a
lease offer for our space. Even though
our lease isn’t up for two more years,
the owner has offered CSA a great deal
for us to stay in the building until March
2028. The location where we are is very
convenient. Many of our lodges hold

their meetings there, the Slovak Counsel
twice a year hosts a place for people to
apply for passports and other help need-
ed, the space has been modified for our
specific needs, and we would not incur
the cost of moving. We were also given
an allowance to do updates and so many
months of free rent. With all of these
things in consideration, the Board
approved the signing of the new lease.

The Board approved the budget for 2023
presented by the officers.

We also updated the Strategic Plan and
laid out the short and long term goals for
CSA.

The next Board meeting will be held via
Zoom on March 3, 2023. If you have
any questions or concerns, please con-
tact your Director.

Fraternally,
Irma Drahota Farrell

Chairman

November 11, 2022
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Message from the Secretary

Greetings Brothers and Sisters,

This time of year has me reminiscing.  I
started at CSA ten years ago.  Time real-
ly flies!  There have been so many
changes in the past ten years.  First, my
boys were in elementary school, and
now both are adults who are employed.

As a result, I have more wrinkles and
some gray hair.  Also, CSA moved from
its location in Oak Brook to its Lombard
location.  People have come and gone,
but what hasn’t changed is the CSA
members’ commitment to keeping our
society viable and ready to head into the
future.  Helping others is still the main
focus.  Even a pandemic couldn’t stop
our lodges from helping others.  For
example, we handed out gift certificates
to truck drivers!  These past ten years
have been very fulfilling for me.

By the time you read this issue of the
Journal, Heather and I will have attend-
ed Christmas parties in Iowa and Ohio.
We look forward to visiting lodges and
seeing the many friends we have made
these past ten years.  Thank you for
allowing us to celebrate with you each
year!

As the year winds down, don’t forget
that the Lodge Recognition Program
(LRP) forms will be due January 31,
2023.  It is a great way to recognize

your lodge for all the good you do in
your respective community.  Remember
to record your volunteer hours, social
events, and activities to receive credit.
Please take a moment to read Kelly
Deegan’s article.  She included the
deadlines for a few of our programs.
Please familiarize yourself with these
dates, and do not hesitate to contact me
with questions or concerns regarding
these deadlines.

I wish you a joyous Christmas and a
Happy New Year.  Please take a moment
to remember those less fortunate than us
or who do not have a family.  This can
be a lonely time of year.  Make a point
to call or visit those individuals.

Merry Christmas and a happy, healthy
New Year!

Fraternally,
Matthew Koski

Executive Secretary/COO/CRO

Matthew Koski
Executive Secretary/COO/CRO

Past 10 Years Have Been Fulfilling

We have often been at a disadvantage during various Czech
events unless the reigning Miss CSA had her own set of ethnic
attire. In response to our difficulty, Board President Irma
Farrell’s Lodge Mile-Hi Czechs No. 432 provided us with a
traditional dress which our current Miss CSA Aubrey Suttelle
has worn several times and with good response.  Sister Helen
Gaydusek of Lodge DuPage Pioneers/Edison No. 409, wish-
ing to help CSA further, has generously made an additional
donation for future Miss CSA use. 

I must say when our Miss CSA is wearing one of these tradi-
tional kroje, we get a lot more attention and acknowledgment.
Thanks to both families from Colorado and Illinois for their
generosity and faith in our fraternal mission.

Fraternally,
Matthew Koski

More Than Just a Fashion Statement
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Miss CSA

Hello everyone, 

Well, here we are with another month come and gone! I can’t
believe we are entering into the holiday season. I don’t know
about you, but time is going by really fast for me this year.
I’ve been trying to slow it down a little more and enjoy all the
little moments, even with the semester ramping up!

School has been going well for me this year. I’m doing well in
all of my classes (even organic chemistry, haha) and I am real-
ly enjoying all of the clubs that I joined. I just had course reg-
istration for the spring semester and am planning on taking
ecology, inorganic chemistry, Spanish, and a writing class. I’m
very excited for the ecology class. I’ve been told I’ll be get-
ting to do a lot of work out in the field so I think that’s some-
thing that I’m going to enjoy. Registration made me look at
the classes that I’ll have to take in the coming semesters after
the spring and it got me really excited to start thinking about
my future career and how all that I’m doing now is building
up to that. 

Sometimes, it can be frustrating to think about the road ahead
and to keep your eyes set on the ultimate goal. Some of you
know, but my desire is to become a doctor. I’m not sure what
kind yet or if I want to specialize in anything specific, but I
think it is a great career choice for me based on my interests,
skill set, and work ethic. The path there can be daunting,
financially, time-wise, and commitment-wise, but I think it’s
just like anything else in life. If you have a passion for it, it
won’t seem like work.

In the coming weeks, I am looking to be shadowing some
local family doctors in my hometown. I am also going to need
to start looking into different opportunities to get clinical
hours for medical school. I was thinking about trying to
become a certified EMT and then I could get a local job with
emergency services. It would provide me with excellent train-
ing and hands-on experience! I’ll have to keep you all updated
on my journey with that. 

On a completely unrelated side note, all of the seasonal coffee
flavors are coming out so you know where I’ll be! I am a cof-
fee connoisseur and although my preferred cup of jo is plain
old black, every now and then, I really like to enjoy a seasonal
latte. I’ve heard there is an amazing Caramel Brulee Latte at
one of the coffee shops so I’m definitely going to be making a
coffee run soon.

I enjoyed Thanksgiving, my second favorite holiday, and am
looking forward to Christmas which is my favorite. Some of
my family that I haven’t seen in a while came in to visit and
my grandma cooked the turkey and got the casseroles in the
oven (her sweet potato casserole is my favorite!). My mom
also made a dinner so I had a double-stuffed Thanksgiving…
yay! I wish you all a happy holiday season. Best wishes to
you and your families as we gear up for the most wonderful
time of the year!

Sincerely, 
Aubrey Suttelle, 

Miss CSA 2022-2023 

Gearing Up for the Most Wonderful Time 
of the Year!
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CSA Fraternal Life (formerly known as Czechoslovak Society
of America) is America’s oldest Fraternal Benefit Society.
Fraternal societies are defined by elements of purpose, harmo-
ny, and community. We add value to our products and services
through membership in a lodge system that encourages mem-
ber benefits and programs focused on family values and com-
munity involvement.

CSA Fraternal Life was founded on the principle that each of
us are brothers and sisters. Fraternal means brotherly. With
sincere appreciation for the dedication of our founding Czech
and Slovak ancestors, our obligation to fulfill this social
responsibility and adhere to our business strategy includes a
commitment to service excellence, courtesy, compassion, and
professionalism. Steady growth in a competitive insurance
market is critical to our member benefits and programs - a
loyalty that supports our fraternal heritage and sense of volun-
teerism throughout our communities.

Founded as an ‘ethnic’ fraternal society, our membership is
open to all individuals of good character who share a common
value system and support our fraternal heritage. CSA
Fraternal Life embraces the opportunity to share our Czech
and Slovak heritage with members of all ethnic backgrounds
to carry our message of equality, fraternity, and harmony into
the 21st century. Our roots are deep; our fraternalism should
have no limits or borders.

From our Home Office in Lombard, Illinois, we service our
20,100  members spread throughout 64 lodges in 21 states.

When an individual buys an insurance or annuity product
from CSA, they become a member, and are eligible for all the
fraternal benefits we provide. In addition, there are many pro-
grams and activities on the local, regional, and national levels
in which members can participate. Members belong to lodges
and are encouraged to involve themselves in that core unit’s
organization and functions, including charitable opportunities.

CSA encourages participation in lodge functions but it is com-
pletely voluntary. Our purpose includes these intentions to:

Foster fraternity, charity, and patriotism among its members;

Promote the social, recreational, and spiritual welfare of its
members and mankind in general;

Encourage its members to practice physical fitness and to
cooperate with and support organizations promoting such pro-
grams;

Encourage and support every effort to perpetuate the Czech
and Slovak heritage, language, and customs;

Promote and support all activities and principles as befits a
fraternal society.

CSA Fraternal Life is proud of our commitment to equality,
fraternity, and harmony. 

CSA: Sharing a Common Bond

Volunteering: It’s What We Do
CSA SERVES is a lodge activity that
encourages support for a local group or
organization which fits the criterion of a
common topic. The CSA SERVES pro-
ject allows lodges across the country the
option of selecting one or more charities
or community agencies to devote their
time and/or monetary donations.

As has always been CSA’s policy, any
monetary donations made by a lodge are
matched by 50% as well as $2.50 per
volunteer hour.

In the past, lodges have chosen food
pantries, helping our military, donating
to and volunteering at local schools and
libraries, cleaning up parks, planting
flowers and trees, and many other good
works benefitting their neighborhoods,
churches and schools.

CSA is proud of the dedication of its
members and equally proud to partner

with them in their efforts.
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Volunteering is an act of an individual
or group freely giving time and labor for
community service. Many volunteers
are specifically trained in the areas they
work, such as medicine, education, or
emergency rescue. Others serve on an
as-needed basis, such as in response to a
natural disaster.

The verb “volunteer” was first recorded
in 1755. It was derived from the noun
volunteer, “one who offers himself for
military service,” from the Middle
French voluntaire. In the non-military
sense, the word was first recorded dur-
ing the 1630s. The word volunteering
has more recent usage—still predomi-
nantly military—coinciding with the
phrase community service. In a military
context, a volunteer army is a military
body whose soldiers chose to enter ser-
vice, as opposed to having been con-
scripted. Such volunteers do not work
“for free” and are given regular pay.

19th Century

During this time, America experienced
the Great Awakening. People became
aware of the disadvantaged and realized
the cause for movement against slavery.
In 1851, the first YMCA in the United
States was started, followed seven years
later by the first YWCA. During the
American Civil War, women volun-
teered their time to sew supplies for the
soldiers and the “Angel of the
Battlefield” Clara Barton and a team of
volunteers began providing aid to ser-
vicemen. Barton founded the American
Red Cross in 1881 and began mobilizing
volunteers for disaster relief operations,
including relief for victims of the
Johnstown Flood in 1889.

20th and 21st Centuries

Volunteers from around the world came
to Ithaca, Queensland to address an
influenza epidemic through the
Women’s Emergency Corps (later the
Women’s Volunteer Reserve) in July
1919.

The Salvation Army is one of the oldest

and largest organizations working for
disadvantaged people. Though it is a
charity organization, it has organized a
number of volunteering programs since
its inception. Prior to the 19th century,
few formal charitable organizations
existed to assist people in need.

In the first few decades of the 20th cen-
tury, several volunteer organizations
were founded, including the Rotary
International, Kiwanis International,
Association of Junior Leagues
International, and Lions Clubs
International.

The Great Depression saw one of the
first large-scale, nationwide efforts to
coordinate volunteering for a specific
need. During World War II, thousands of
volunteer offices supervised the volun-
teers who helped with the many needs
of the military and the home front,
including collecting supplies, entertain-
ing soldiers on leave, and caring for the
injured.

After World War II, people shifted the
focus of their altruistic passions to other
areas, including helping the poor and

volunteering overseas. A major develop-
ment was the Peace Corps in the United
States in 1960. When President Lyndon
B. Johnson declared a War on Poverty in
1964, volunteer opportunities started to
expand and continued into the next few
decades. The process for finding volun-
teer work became more formalized, with
more volunteer centers forming and new
ways to find work appearing on the
internet through organizations like
JustServe and AmeriCorps.

According to the Corporation for
National and Community Service (in
2012), about 64.5 million Americans, or
26.5 percent of the adult population,
gave 7.9 billion hours of volunteer ser-
vice worth $175 billion. This calculates
at about 125–150 hours per year or 3
hours per week at a rate of $22 per hour. 

Volunteering: How it Started

John F. Kennedy greets volunteers on August 28, 1961
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Volunteering as utilized by service
learning programs

Many schools on all education levels
offer service-learning programs, which
allow students to serve the community
through volunteering while earning edu-
cational credit. According to Alexander
Astin in the foreword to “Where’s the
Learning in Service-Learning?” by Janet
Eyler and Dwight E. Giles, Jr., “...we
promote more wide-spread adoption of
service-learning in higher education
because we see it as a powerful means
of preparing students to become more
caring and responsible parents and citi-
zens and of helping colleges and univer-
sities to make good on their pledge to
‘serve society.’” When describing ser-
vice learning, the Medical Education at
Harvard says, “Service learning unites
academic study and volunteer communi-
ty service in mutually reinforcing ways.
...service learning is characterized by a
relationship of partnership: the student
learns from the service agency and from
the community and, in return, gives
energy, intelligence, commitment, time
and skills to address human and commu-
nity needs.” Volunteering in service
learning seems to have the result of
engaging both mind and heart, thus pro-
viding a more powerful learning experi-
ence; according to Janet Eyler and
Dwight E. Giles, it succeeds by the fact
that it “...fosters student development by
capturing student interest...”

More recent scholarship has found
shortcomings in the early assumptions
of mutual benefit, since early studies
were interested in educational benefits
rather than community outcomes. An
Indiana study found that the nonprofit
agencies hosting student service-learn-
ers do not report a positive impact on
service capacity, although service-learn-
ers do help to increase agency visibility.
In the end, service-learning must follow
other principles of effective volunteer
management such as screening, training,
and supervising.

Skills-based volunteering

Skills-based volunteering is leveraging
the specialized skills and the talents of
individuals to strengthen the infrastruc-
ture of nonprofits, helping them build
and sustain their capacity to successfully
achieve their missions. This is in con-
trast to traditional volunteering, where
volunteers do something other than their
professional work. The average hour of
traditional volunteering is valued by the
Independent Sector at between $18–20
an hour. Skills-based volunteering is
valued at $40–500 an hour, depending
on the market value of the time.

Virtual volunteering

Also called e-volunteering or online vol-
unteering, virtual volunteering involves
a volunteer who completes tasks, in
whole or in part, offsite from the organi-
zation being assisted. They use the inter-
net and a home, school, telecenter or
work computer, or other internet-con-
nected device, such as a PDA or smart-
phone. Virtual volunteering is also
known as cyber service, telementoring,

and teletutoring, as well as various other
names. Virtual volunteering is similar to
remote work, except that instead of
online employees who are paid, these
are online volunteers who are not paid.

Micro-volunteering

Micro-volunteering is a task performed
via an internet-connected device. An
individual typically does this task in
small, un-paid increments of time.
Micro-volunteering is distinct from “vir-
tual volunteering” in that it typically
does not require the individual volunteer
to go through an application process,
screening process, or training period.

Environmental volunteering

Environmental volunteering refers to the
volunteers who contribute towards envi-
ronmental management or conservation.
Volunteers conduct a range of activities
including environmental monitoring,
ecological restoration such as re-vegeta-
tion and weed removal, protecting
endangered animals, and educating oth-
ers about the natural environment.

Volunteering: Service Learning
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Volunteering in schools

Resource poor schools around the world
rely on government support or on efforts
from volunteers and private donations in
order to run effectively. In some coun-
tries, whenever the economy is down,
the need for volunteers and resources
increases greatly. There are many oppor-
tunities available in school systems for
volunteers. Yet, there are not many
requirements in order to volunteer in a
school system. Whether one is a high
school or TEFL (Teaching English as a
Foreign Language) graduate or college
student, most schools require just volun-
tary and selfless effort.

Much like the benefits of any type of
volunteering, there are great rewards for
the volunteer, student, and school. In
addition to intangible rewards, volun-
teers can add relevant experience to
their resumes. Volunteers who travel to
assist may learn foreign culture and lan-
guage.

Volunteering in schools can be an addi-
tional teaching guide for the students
and help to fill the gap of local teachers.
Cultural and language exchange during
teaching and other school activities can
be the most essential learning experi-
ence for both students and volunteers.

Corporate volunteering 

Benefacto, a volunteering brokerage,
describe corporate volunteering as
“Companies giving their employees an
allowance of paid time off annually,
which they use to volunteer at a charity
of their choice.”

A majority of the companies at the
Fortune 500 allow their employees to
volunteer during work hours. These for-
malized Employee Volunteering
Programs (EVPs), also called Employer
Supported Volunteering (ESV), are
regarded as a part of the company’s sus-
tainability efforts and their social
responsibility activities. About 40% of
Fortune 500 companies provide mone-
tary donations, also known as volunteer

grants, to nonprofits as a way to recog-
nize employees who dedicate significant
amounts of time to volunteering in the
community.

According to the information from
VolunteerMatch, a service that provides
Employee Volunteering Program solu-
tions, the key drivers for companies that
produce and manage EVPs are building
brand awareness and affinity, strength-
ening trust and loyalty among con-
sumers, enhancing corporate image and
reputation, improving employee reten-
tion, increasing employee productivity
and loyalty, and providing an effective
vehicle to reach strategic goals.

Community volunteer work

Community volunteering, in the US
called “community service”, refers glob-
ally to those who work to improve their
local community. This activity common-
ly occurs through not for profit organi-
zations, local governments, and church-
es; but also encompasses ad-hoc or
informal groups such as recreational
sports teams.

Social volunteering or welfare volun-
teering

In some European countries, govern-
ment organizations and non-government
organizations provide auxiliary posi-
tions for a certain period in institutions
like hospitals, schools, memorial sites,
and welfare institutions. The difference
between this and other types of volun-
teering is that there are strict legal regu-
lations regarding what organization is
allowed to engage volunteers and about
the period a volunteer is allowed to
work in a voluntary position, due to that
fact that the volunteer is getting a limit-
ed amount of money from the govern-
ment. Organizations having the biggest
manpower in Europe are the Voluntary
social year, with more than 50,000 vol-
unteers per year, and the Federal volun-
teers service, with about 30,000 to
40,000 volunteers per year.

Volunteering at major sporting events

In 2014, 25,000 volunteers worked at
the Sochi Winter Olympics. They sup-
ported the organizers in more than 20
functional areas: meeting guests, assist-
ing navigation, organizing the opening
and closing ceremonies, and organizing
food outlets, etc. Volunteer applications
were open to any nationals of Russia
and other countries. The Sochi 2014
Organizing Committee received about
200,000 applications, eight applicants
per place. Volunteers received training
over the course of more than a year at
26 volunteer centers in 17 cities across
Russia. The majority of participants
were between 17 and 22 years old. At
the same time, 3,000 applications were
submitted from people over 55 years
old. Some of them worked as volunteers
during the 1980 Olympics in Moscow. It
was the first experience with such a
large-scale volunteer program in the
contemporary Russia.

The FIFA World Cup in 2018 was sup-
ported by 17,040 volunteers of the
Russia 2018 Local Organizing
Committee.

Medical Volunteering

Volunteering in the context of delivering
medical care is referred to as medical
volunteering. In general, medical volun-
teering has been lauded as an ethical
responsibility to aid the needy. The
activities are often offered by both for
profit and not for profit associations.
Medical volunteers typically participate
in unpaid medical volunteer programs in
hospitals, clinics, and underserved areas.
Typically, these regions are in underde-
veloped nations or nations battling nat-
ural disasters, sickness, or violence.
These activities typically involve volun-
teer physicians and nurses. Dental vol-
unteering is a part of medical volunteer-
ing which predominantly focuses on
dental care.

Volunteering: In Schools and Businesses
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Designated days, weeks, and years observed by a country or as designated by the United Nations to encourage volunteering and
community service include:

Global Youth Service Day
International Volunteer Day

International Year of Volunteers
Join Hands Day
Mandela Day

MLK Day of Service
Mitzvah Day

Random Acts of Kindness Day
Sewa Day

Make A Difference Day
World Kindness Day

Volunteering: Designated Days

Volunteering: Join Hands Day
Join Hands Day is the first Saturday in May. It is a national
volunteer day and annual event sponsored by the American
Fraternal Alliance.

The day was launched in 2000 by what was then called
America’s Fraternal Benefit Societies, in partnership with
Points of Light Foundation. It is meant to have a focus not just
on volunteering, but also on developing youth and adult rela-
tionships.

For the first two years of Join Hands Day, organizations were
asked to register their Join Hands Day projects via the official
web site. In some years, a certain number of groups were cho-
sen to receive a cash award for the beneficiary of their project
or another cause and a physical award, and were recognized at
the National Fraternal Congress of America (NFCA) annual
conference. It was not always on the first Saturday in May;
the 2001 day was held on June 16.

Organizers of Join Hands Day offer participants ideas for
group volunteering events that can bring adults and youth

together in community service, from repairing bicycles to give
disadvantaged children and teaching bicycle maintenance, to
collecting chairs of various shapes and sizes to paint and then
auction for a worthy cause, or repairing gravestones and
improving landscaping in a cemetery and documenting his-
toric grave sites.

Members of Lodge Washington No. 30 at JHD 2015
District Council No. 12 participates in Join Hands Day
2015.



14 — www.csalife.com - DECEMBER 2022

Volunteering in an emergency

Volunteering often plays a pivotal role
in the recovery effort following natural
disasters, such as tsunamis, floods,
droughts, hurricanes, and earthquakes.
For example, the 1995 Great Hanshin-
Awaji earthquake in Japan was a water-
shed moment, bringing in many first-
time volunteers for earthquake response.
The 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and
tsunami attracted a large number of vol-
unteers worldwide, deployed by non-
governmental organizations, govern-
ment agencies, and the United Nations.

During the 2012 Hurricane Sandy emer-
gency, Occupy Sandy volunteers formed
a laterally organized rapid-response
team that provided much needed help
during and after the storm, from food to
shelter to reconstruction. It is an exam-
ple of mutualism at work, pooling
resources and assistance and leveraging
social media.

Volunteering: In an Emergency

Volunteers assist survivors at the Houston Astrodome following Hurricane
Katrina in September 2005.

Volunteering: Need Ideas?
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Volunteering for community service as part of a college cur-
riculum (service-learning) provides opportunities for students
to surround themselves with new people which helps them
learn how to work together as a group, improve teamwork and
relational skills, reduce stereotypes, and increase appreciation
of other cultures. Students participating in service-learning
programs are shown to have more positive attitudes toward
self, attitudes toward school and learning, civic engagement,
social skills, and academic performance. Undergraduate stu-
dents who volunteered 1 to 9 hours per week were less likely
to feel depressed than students who did not volunteer.  They
are also more likely to complete their degree.

Longevity

Volunteers are observed to have a reduced mortality risk com-
pared to non-volunteers. Therefore, it is worth noting that the
various types of work as a volunteer and psychological effects
of such altruistic work may produce enough side-effects to
contribute to a longer and more fulfilling life. A systematic
review shows that adults over age of 65 years who volunteer
may experience improved physical and mental health and
potentially reduced mortality.

Mental health

A worldwide survey was conducted in a study, suggesting that
people who experience the highest levels of happiness are the
most successful in terms of close relationships and volunteer
work. In comparison, charity in the form of monetary dona-
tions, which is another form of altruism (volunteering being
one of them) is also known to have a similar effect. Another
study finds that helping others is associated with higher levels
of mental health, above and beyond the benefits of receiving

help.

Among people aged 65 years old or above, volunteering may
reduce the risk of depression.

In the United States, statistics on volunteering have historical-
ly been limited, according to volunteerism expert Susan J.
Ellis. In 2013, the U.S. Current Population Survey included a
volunteering supplement which produced statistics on volun-
teering. Some data on volunteering is listed on pages 16 and
17.

Volunteering: It’s Good for You!

The Ukrainian people are in the midst of a war, which
is taking its toll on everyone around the world. 

There is an organization in need of our support.
Therefore, any donation made to the Ukrainian Youth
Camping Organization, Inc. or any other organization
that is a 501(c)(3) making donations to this  ‘disaster’
would qualify for a 50 percent match with the CSA
Serves Program.  Your lodge will earn a point for your
donation (LRP Page 5, item #7. Maximum two points,
two separate donations.  Maximum limit of $1,500.00
per lodge does apply.)

Please send your donation to the Home Office,
Attention: Fraternal Department, so you are given cred-
it and your lodge is listed in the Journal. Please use

the standard donation form that you would use when
sending a donation to any organization, with the check
made payable to:    

Ukrainian Youth Camping Organization, Inc.
2118 W. Chicago Avenue
Chicago, IL 60622

Once your donation is received, we will process the
matching funds and forward a copy to your lodge.

Ukrainian Relief Fund
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Source: AmeriCorps.gov
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Svetlo No. 277, Caldwell, Texas
– Our September meeting was held on
September 8 at the home of Shirley

Vavra.  She provided our members with
some tasty dips and desserts.  We so
much appreciate her hospitality.  The
meeting was called to order by President
Patsy Story with six members present.
We discussed our upcoming charities
which will include collecting pill bot-
tles, and providing cookies to area
schools and law enforcement in recogni-
tion of Czech Heritage month (October),
and participating in the Food for Family
Food Drive in December.  We voted to
present our 2022 Miss National CSA
with a monetary gift for attending our
2022 Kolache Festival in Caldwell.
After the meeting, we got our collected
pill bottles ready to deliver to Matt
Koski who was coming to Texas for the
festival.  We collected a 33 gallon trash
bag full of bottles.  

On Saturday, September 10, mem-
bers attended and participated in the
2022 Kolache Festival held in down-
town Caldwell.  Sister Susan Skrabanek

had the honor of introducing Miss CSA
Aubrey Suttelle at the opening cere-
monies.  Aubrey helped in the Kolache
Eating Contest and enjoyed the day’s
festivities, even though the temperature
was in the upper 90s.  Also a big thank
you to Matt Koski for getting Aubrey to
the festival and for helping out with
sponsoring the eating contest.  Our own
Sister Betty Suehs entered the kolache
bake show and came away with two first
place rosettes for her prune and cheese
combo kolaches.  Lodge Svetlo, along
with Lodge #17 New Tabor SPJST, had
a “pivo booth” at the festival and donat-
ed the adult beverages for the polka
bands that performed.  Lodge members
Carol Petty, Betty Suehs, Susan
Skrabanek, Kyle Skrabanek, Carolyn
Doonan, and Shirley Vavra helped work
the booth. 

We had a quick meeting in October
due to several members helping prepare
for the “big day” for two of our newest
members.  Kyle Skrabanek and Mikaela
Pyron were married on Saturday
October 8, 2022 in a beautiful ceremony
held at The Ranch House outside of
Caldwell.  The wedding was full of
Czech customs including a traditional
wedding march and kolaches.  Mikaela’s
garter was handmade by Kyle’s mom
(Sister Susan Skrabanek) from fabric
and lace from her and Mikaela’s mom’s
wedding dresses, symbolizing 78 years
of marriage between their parents.
Kyle’s mom pinned his granny’s 50 year
CSA pin into his jacket prior to the wed-
ding to represent his strong Czech her-
itage.  Kyle is a fourth generation CSA
member.  Congratulations to the newly-
weds!   

Fraternally,
Susan Skrabanek

The “Big Day”

Us with a 33 gallon trash bag full of
pill bottles

Susan, Carol, and Patsy with
Aubrey

Susan and newest member Mikaela
Pyron (now Skrabanek) with Aubrey
at the Kolache Festival

One of the eight cookie trays we
provided to area schools and law
enforcement 
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Cleveland Chapter No. 219,
Cleveland, Ohio – We have had beauti-
ful weather in Ohio.  Can you believe 70
plus degrees in November?  We are all
enjoying this type of weather while it
lasts.  Unfortunately, the pretty leaves of
fall have mostly fallen.  

We had 14 members attend our meet-
ing this November.  Our half-time
Secretary, Jan Russell, will be leaving
for the south soon.  We’ll miss her until
the Spring.  Carole Cirillo will take over
just as wonderfully as Secretary next
month.  

The December meeting will take
place at the Long Horn Restaurant on
Rockside Road at 11 a.m. on December
13.  The January 10 meeting will be
back at the Parma Heights Library at
10:30 a.m.  Bring your lunch and bever-
age.

The Home Office sent us a letter
encouraging us to vote for officers this
month.  We voted as follows: President
Freddie Shima, Vice President Kathy
Gawrilow, Treasurer Tony Genco,
Secretaries Jan Russell and Carole
Cirillo, Scribe Judy Genco, and Guide
and Sentry Elmer Soos. We also voted
on Auditors who are Karen Buzek and
Sue Garafolo.

The District delegates are as follows:
President, V.P. (Judy Genco taking her
place), one of the Secretaries, Treasurer,
Karen Buzek, June Karecki, and Marsha
Gorman.

Our 50/50 raffle was won by Jan and
June.

We donated to one of our charities
this month.

Carole Cirillo brought us a dessert of
cheese cake. It was delicious.  Thanks,
Carole!

Fraternally yours,
Judy (Sevcik) Genco

Officers Elected

Marsha Gorman giving her driver a
gift card
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Mile-Hi Czechs No. 432,
Lakewood, Colorado – Welcome to
snowy Colorado in the mountains.
Many ski resorts are open, but so far
there is only a little snow in the city.
Our October meeting was fascinating.
We all learned a lot.  Irma did research
on castles in the Czech Republic and

Slovakia, only to discover there were
hundreds of castles - more than any
other European country.  She decided to
concentrate on Prague. There were close
to 100 in Prague, so she selected a few
for a fascinating history to tell us about.  

We were all asked to bring hygiene
products for the Marisol Sisters House

that cares for unwed mothers and their
children.  The Action Center requested
no toys but suggested adopting a family
or donating pajamas, underwear, and
socks.  Irma took a picture of the under-
wear donations. Pizza was served at
both October and November meetings.  

As noted in the Journal, Irma’s
grandchildren Nolan and Kayleigh par-
ticipated in the recent Bowl-o-Rama and
had a wonderful time.  

Once again, Mary Lou Bennington
and Bob Demareua are our featured
travelers.  They spent two nights in
Estes Park last month and toured Rocky
Mountain National Park.  They saw elk
roaming the town and beautiful scenery
all around them.

Fortunately, election results of offi-
cers were the same as they have been for
the past several years – President Irma
Farrell, Vice President Mary Campe,
Secretary Pat Kenning, and Treasurer
Mary Ellen Viapando.  We thank them
sincerely for their service to the lodge.  

The Christmas party will be at a new
German/middle Eastern European cui-
sine restaurant in Lakewood.  

I wish you a happy holiday season
and will update on our Christmas festiv-
ities next time! Happy, healthy holidays
to everyone!

Your Faithful Scribe,
Pat Kenning

Castles in the Czech Republic

Maryellen Vialpando, Mary Campe, and Irma Farrell show some of the
clothes for the Action Center for their Christmas children’s clothing drive.

Interested in Bowling?

We need bowlers for the 
National Bowling Congress.  

Email kdeegan@csalife.com
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Lodge Happenings
10 Acres of Happiness
Lodge Woodrow Wilson No. 377, Brookfield, Illinois –
Belated but heart-felt best wishes and congratulations to
Brittany Grosser-Basile and Adam Cunningham, who wed on
June 4, 2022 in Oak Brook Terrace, Illinois. Brittany was
walked down the aisle by her grandfather, Rich Grosser, along
with her stepfather. Brittany and Adam reside in west
Michigan where they own a small business, “10 Acre Farm,”
selling eco-friendly soy wax candles and expanding to other
home-grown items next year. The business is a proud member
of “1% for the Planet”, committed to donating a portion of
their revenue to environmental nonprofits. Brittany and
Adam’s farm family includes two dogs, a leopard gecko, two
alpacas, and a llama, with plans to add others to the mix –
including the baby daughter that they are expecting early next
year! We are delighted to wish them and their growing family
every happiness.  

In catching up and re-connecting with Brittany, I learned
that in February 2020, just before the rest of us were “locking
down,” Brittany headed off to East Africa to follow a dream of
hers since age 16. She teamed up with Neema International, a
nonprofit in Tanzania whose mission is investing in the lives
of orphaned and vulnerable children through education and
sustainable building projects. This was not Brittany’s first
time volunteering service in Africa. In 2018, it was to feed the
homeless in Cape Town. In addition to these adventures,
Brittany has traveled to more than 30 other countries, and
credits traveling with “helping her to grow more tolerant, con-
fident, curious, adventurous, and ultimately to become a better
citizen and human being.” We already thought you were a
pretty great human being, Brittany, but – wow! – you truly
embody the ideals of fraternalism. 

Now settled with her husband into small-farm life, Brittany

looks forward to weekly phone calls with her grandparents,
Rich and June Grosser. I’m quite certain they equally antici-
pate connecting with her. Thanks for letting me share your
story, Brittany!

Wishing everyone a happy, healthy holiday season and
upcoming new year!

Fraternally,
Jean Hemzáček Laukant   
hemzacek.j@gmail.com

630-915-9745  

Celebratory dance with 'Papa' Rich

Brittany: local farmer and entrepreneur 

Brittany and Adam Cunningham with Rich and June
Grosser
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Lodge Happenings
“Czech Without Borders”
Century of Progress/Bila Hora Lodge
No. 231, Cicero, Illinois – Lodge mem-
bers met on October 12, 2022 at the T.
G. Masaryk School in Cicero, Illinois.
The usual protocols were acknowl-
edged; reports were accepted.
Contributions recognizing deceased
members of Lodge No. 231 were made
to the CSA Scholarship Fund and it was
recognized that two Lodge No. 231
members of the Cuta family were recipi-
ents of scholarships.  No meetings were
held by District Council No. 12 mem-
bers or the Cultural Division recently.

Our representative to the T. G.
Masaryk School, Roberta Kulik, report-
ed that the school has a new teacher.
Her name is Krystyna Horackova and
she has been teaching Czech as a second
language for over 10 years.  She resides
in the apartment on school premises.
The school has 75 students in the chil-
dren’s classes with eight classes sched-
uled for adults, five of which are for
beginners.  The classes are conducted

both in person and online.  Four teachers
are involved in teaching during the day
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The school hosted a successful,
three-day seminar, “Czech Without
Borders.” Klara Moldova, Vice
President, T. G. Masaryk Czech School,
reported that 150 persons were in atten-
dance including the President of the
Czech Senate (comparable to the U.S.
Vice President) and the Minister of
Education.  Also in attendance were
seven lecturers from the Czech
Republic; Ambassadors from Canada
and Washington, D.C.; 70 Czech teach-
ers from Canada; as well as members
from 16 Czech schools in the United
States.

CSA has an annual national project
known as CSA Serves.  It encourages
lodges to participate in a specific chari-
table cause in their communities within
a particular theme.  These activities are
partially matched (at 50%) or compen-
sated ($2.50 per hour) by Home Office

funds.  Lodge Century of Progress/Bila
Hora No. 231 has made its contributions
and CSA Fraternal Life has matched our
donation by 50%.  The funds are being
donated for Ukrainian Relief.  We also
made a donation to the CSA Scholarship
Fund.

Lodge Century of Progress/Bila Hora
No. 231 meets at noon at the T. G.
Masaryk Czech School, 5701 W. 22nd
Place, Cicero, Illinois, 60804, on the
second Wednesday of every month.  The
meeting is open to all members of the
lodge.  We are always interested in
receiving input and information from
you and your activities and any sugges-
tions you may have regarding future
activities of the lodge.  Please try to plan
some time to attend our/your meetings.
If you have any questions, call our
Secretary Ed Slavik at 1-708-423-5267.

Fraternally yours, 
Elaine Tejcek
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Lodge Happenings

“Special Holiday Visitor”

Lodge R.T. Crane Jr. No. 7, Berwyn, Illinois – It’s hard to
believe the holiday season is already upon us. Lodge members
are excited to gather this month for a Christmas Party at
McCook Bohemian Family Restaurant on Saturday, December
10 at 12 p.m. It’s been a while since we’ve had our annual
Christmas party and we look forward to continuing old tradi-
tions and even starting some new ones! It’s not too late to join
us. Contact Vera Wilt at verawilt@aol.com by 12/8 to reserve
your spot. Lodge Crane will pay a portion of the cost for
members but non-members are welcome to attend as well!

Continuing with the Christmas spirit, we recently made
donations to Sokol Spirit and the North Riverside Library
Foundation as part of CSA Serves.

Jim Thompson will also be spreading some holiday cheer
this season by attending Sokol Spirit’s Winter Exhibition as a
“Special Holiday Visitor” on December 16. Alix Fron is the
Physical Director at Sokol Spirit and is thankful for his help in
making the event memorable for all the class participants!

In other news, June Novalich recently attended the latest
global bryophyte and lichen project that is sponsored by the

National Science Foundation. It was through the Field
Museum and University of Tennessee. June does transcribing
for this university every Friday! It was a three-day event and,
in addition to transcribing data on bryophytes (mosses), atten-
dees were also treated to presentations by students investigat-
ing mosses as bioindicators, moss speciation, as well as how
workers convert the labels of the specimens to digital form. So
far, 150,000 specimens have been transcribed and this info
will become available to scientists throughout the world. In
fact, there were volunteers from Sweden, Canada, the
Philippines, and, of course, the U.S.  June has transcribed over
450 specimens since she started and was excited to see speci-
mens dating all the way back to the 1800s as well as those col-
lected in the Czech Republic. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Fraternally,

Alix Fron

Lodge Kruh Osvojenych Zen a Panu
No. 121, Dillonvale, Ohio – Season’s
greetings to all our CSA brothers and
sisters!  By the time this edition of the
Journal reaches your doorstep, you will
probably be knee deep in all things
Christmas.  It continues to amaze me at
just how fast the holidays come around
each year!  Our lodge brothers and sis-
ters assure me that it’s true…the older
we get, the faster time passes. I guess
that means that we should embrace
every single day and live it to the
fullest!  

Our members have been busy with
their family’s preparations for the holi-
days as well as in their own respective
churches. Our members have been serv-

ing as greeters, ushers, organist, readers,
choir members, and on church commit-
tees.  We have participated in breakfasts,
luncheons, and dinners along with help-
ing to prepare for advent and decorating
the churches for the holidays.

As of this writing, our Election of
Officers meeting had not taken place.
We will publish a list of our 2023 offi-
cers in a future edition of the Journal.
We will be wrapping up our volunteer
hours this month and have submitted
our request for reimbursement for our
charities.  Our LRP project is also on its
way to being completed, as well.
There’s always a good bit of work at the
end of the year, but it’s so rewarding to
complete our activities.  

We would like to send our best wish-
es to Sister Delores Shinkarow and
Sister Mariann Ebright.  Both have been
needing some extra special care lately.
Our members enjoy visiting with the
sweet ladies. We hope and pray for good
health and blessings for them!

From our lodge to yours, we wish
you the happiest of holidays!  May
Santa be extra good to you and may the
promise of that baby in the manger so
many years ago still be very real to you
this Christmas.  Remember to check on
someone you love today.

Blessings, 
Sister Wendy Kurtz Lovell

The Happiest of Holidays to All!

Fraternal Well Wishes
Delores Shinkarow

Lodge Kruh Osvojenych Zen a Panu 
No. 121

Mariann Ebright
Lodge Kruh Osvojenych Zen a Panu 

No. 121
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Benjamin Franklin No. 2,
Seven Hills, Ohio – Happy holiday
greetings to all our members and friends
of Lodge Franklin! As the year winds
down, may we all reflect on the many
blessings we enjoy in our lives and of
this great country in which we live. The
membership approved three worthy con-

tributions at the October meeting to
ensure enough lead time to qualify for
matching funds. Ronald McDonald
House of Cleveland and Parma Heights
Food Pantry are always dear to us. In
memory of deceased members, the CSA
Scholarship Fund is one that takes care
of our own. Please remember to save
those can tabs for next year’s RMH
“Pull Tab Palooza,” which will be their
first normal post-Covid event! 

Captain Ken Burdzinski and Scott
Krecow were elated to announce Team
Franklin bowlers captured first place for
the first third of the season. This was
done as top scorer Bill Daglow was on
the disabled list. Hopefully, Bill will be
off the bench after the New Year and
leading the team for the remainder of
the season at the Seven Hills house of
thrills! 

It will be a full house this Christmas
at the home of Jen and Corey Zidlicky.
They welcomed the birth of baby

Camden Michael this past August 5,
2022. Cam will be ready for Santa’s
arrival and be taught everything he
needs to know from big sister Chelsey!
Congratulations to this beautiful family.   

Lodge Franklin was well represented
at this year’s Czech Holiday Fair held in
the historic Bohemian National Hall on
November 12. There was an array of
items on sale for gift giving, as well as
food, bakery, and plenty of imported
pivo. A special micro brew six-pack was
available to commemorate the 125th
anniversary of this grand lady of
Broadway Avenue. We couldn’t corral
everyone together for a group picture,
but a partial was taken. Missing are pho-
tographers Rich Veverka and Mike
Cernosky, also Kaleigh and Suzanne
Lambert, who were helping customers
at the sales tables in the main ballroom
throughout the day! 

Vesele Vanoce, 
Jeff Zidlicky

“Pull Tab Palooza”
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Lodge Happenings
September Speaker, Busy October Meeting,
Annual NEFA Meeting
Lodge Laurel No. 452, Ashford,
Connecticut – Local author Cynthia Adams
spoke to us at our September meeting about
her newest book, “The Red Toque – Love
and Loss in the Time of Tito.”  Based on a
true story about her in-laws, the book tells
about a Slovenian family with six children
going through World War II.  We held a
wonderful discussion after her presentation.
It was all very informative and interesting.
The book can be found on Amazon.                                                                                                                          

We began October’s meeting with our
Annual Memorial Service this year at St.
Philip’s Cemetery in Ashford, led by Deacon
Lawrence Goodwin.  Flowers were placed
on the graves of former CSA members
buried here. We then proceeded to Ashford
Town Hall for a delicious luncheon followed
by our meeting.  

We were honored to have President John
Kielczewski and District Director Paul
Vavrasek present.  President Kielczewski
and Director Vavrasek congratulated our
CSA Fraternalist of the Year, Sister Margaret
Varga, and officially presented her with her
plaque and a check for her favorite charity.  

The next highlight of our meeting was
our Annual Competition.  Members created
patriotic crafts, which are now donated to
veterans.  The three categories voted on and
the winners were: Most Spirited, Lawrence
Goodwin; Most Unique, Marion Varga; and
Best of Show, Laura Varga-Knowlton.                                                                                                      

Recently, Sisters Marion Varga and Laura

Varga-Knowlton represented CSA at the
Annual Meeting of The New England
Fraternal Alliance (NEFA).  This year’s
meeting was held at Nest 307 of the Polish
Falcons in Plantsville/Southington, CT.  We
began the day with a Flag Raising ceremony,
held outside in front of the building.  Then
followed a Memorial Service, remembering
all Society members who have passed in the
last year.  

Our main speaker, Paul Plant, a NEFC
member, shared his recent trip with the
Honor Flight to Washington, D.C.  What a
wonderful and inspirational event!  We were
all mesmerized.  We presented scholarships
to two deserving students at our luncheon, as
well as donations to the Southington Food
Bank.  

At our evening banquet, we presented the
NEFA 2022 Harvey G. Bacque Fraternalist
award to our own Sister Margaret Varga.
Our main speaker was Victoria Triano, mem-
ber of the Southington Town Council.  She
gave a spirited talk, as she encouraged us all

as leaders to always continue to be leaders,
and to never give up as we need to always
encourage those coming behind us.  

Our evening ended with drawings for
many great raffle prizes.
Wishing everyone a wonderful Fall and holi-
day season.    

Fraternally, 
Marion Varga  
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Lodge Washington No. 30, St. Louis,
Missouri – We were so proud to support
Greater St. Louis Honor Flight this year,
with some special connections to our
lodge.  Our friend, bro. Adolph Choura
of Lodge Estlian No. 404, was on the
99th Flight in October (as you read
about in the November Journal), and
our members wrote him some thank-you
notes which he opened on his way
home, accompanied by niece Carole
Middendorf.  

Then in November, our friend Don
Ulmer of Sokol St. Louis was on the
100th Flight along with his daughter
Dana Scott.  Don said it was a wonder-
ful trip, and Dana called it “life-chang-
ing.”  Her photos on Facebook were
very impressive, and the whole day will
live in their memories forever.  Don’s
son Mitch and several grandchildren are
members of Lodge Washington.

As part of that support for Honor
Flight, we held our regular Bake Sale in

November and it was a major success,
selling out earlier than usual.  It was so
well-received that we’re going to con-
sider doing two sales next year.  With
matching funds from the Home Office
and our volunteer hours, we’re excited
that we raised enough money to pay for
an escort’s trip during one of flights in
2023.  We also had a bake-off to pick
the winner among some of our home-
made specialties, and once again it was
a three-way tie for the favorite – from a
panel of outside judges.  Just goes to
show we’re getting the hang of it! 

What a good time we had at the
recent Czech Dinner at the ACEC!
Many members of CSA and Sokol
pitched in to make it successful, starting
with making dumplings and pastry
ahead of time, and spending that day
selling raffle and dinner tickets, man-
ning the serving line, tending bar, and
doing all the tasks needed for such an
event.  Over 300 people joined us for

roast pork or chicken paprikas with our
traditional dumplings and other side
dishes.  It was good to see familiar faces
and first-time guests in attendance, and,
of course, we look forward to the return
of our Czech Festival in April of next
year.  Jenny and I enjoyed spending
time with Jared Strnad, in town from
Prague, who came out for the dinner
with his mom Carla, both Lodge
Missouri members.  Carla, a photogra-
phy enthusiast, took the picture of the
three of us.  Many, many thanks to
everyone who worked in advance and
that day, and to everyone who stopped
in for dinner and helped to support our
Center.

Here’s wishing everyone a holiday
season that’s merry and bright, and a
New Year full of health and happiness!

Fraternally,
Deborah Zeman

Special Connections to Honor Flight
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TO CONTINUE CSA’S TRADITION
OF ASSISTING OUR YOUNG
MEMBERS IN PURSUING 
THEIR EDUCATION
      Lodge DuPage Pioneers/Edison No. 409/50% Match                             
      Lodge Central Star No. 411/50% Match                        
      Matej Salon, Consul, Slovak Republic                           
      Lodge Bellaire No. 310                                                  
      Lodge Virginia No. 230                                                  
                                                                                             
      

IN MEMORY OF DECEASED MEMBERS
      Lodge Queensdale No. 422                                            
      Lodge DuPage Pioneers/Edison No. 409                       
      Lodge Harrison/Hus/Garfield No. 378                           
      Lodge Century of Progress/Bila Hora No. 231

IN MEMORY OF FRANK C. MACIEJEWSKI
      Lodge Brookfield No. 475                                              
                                                                                
Total Donations                                     $4,110.00

Scholarship Fund Report
October 10,  2022 - November 10, 2022

Lodge Pingree No. 366, Dearborn
Heights, Michigan – Greetings Sisters
and Brothers. By now, the holidays are
upon us and the warm weather we had
in November is gone. It’s Michigan!

I hope everyone had a great
Thanksgiving and is ready for Christmas
and the New Year. Our Officers and I
wish all a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!

I still would like to hear your sugges-

tions as to where and when you could
join us for our brief meetings. We cur-
rently meet at H.I.S. Church Anglican
on the third Saturday of every month,
immediately after helping at the Food
Pantry there. It’s on 6 Mile Rd., west of
Farmington Rd., in Livonia. We are
there at 9:00 a.m.  The food distribution
is from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., with
our meeting immediately afterwards. We
would appreciate your presence. 

I’m happy to say that some issues
that I had are behind me and I’m back to
100%. Thank all of you who prayed for
me and sent me well wishes. I appreci-
ate your concern.

Fraternally yours, 
Jeff Teichman 

Join Us In Helping the Food Pantry
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History of Lodges
Lodge Paramount/Southgate No. 372,
Bedford, Ohio – Our meeting was held
on October 27 at the DTJ in Taborville,
Ohio with eight members present.
Mother Nature has been getting a bit
bipolar lately - our weather has bounced
around between the 70s and 50s.  We
have had a very lovely fall so far with
higher-than-normal temperatures but
being in Ohio we know that will come
to an abrupt stop!  Enjoy the great
weather while you can.  

Mary Ann brought in some history of
Lodges No. 238 and No. 372 that Fran
Weiss had given her for us to look at.
There were papers that showed when
Lodge No. 238 formed (1926), when the
first female member joined, and when it
became Lodge No. 372 in 1932.  We
also looked at two photo albums of
lodge activities. My how the years have
gone by!  It was very interesting to see
members from years ago. 

Congratulations to David and
Chelsea DiBianca who were married on
October 22, 2022.

Thank you, Mary Ann, for the ceram-
ic Halloween bags with candy.   I didn’t
have to go Trick or Treating!  

The District Christmas/Pin Party will
be December 11 at noon at Woodside
Event Center at St. Michael’s, 5025 Mill
Rd., Broadview Heights, Ohio 44147.

The District Christmas Luncheon

will be December 15 at noon, at L. A.
Pete’s, 6080 Brecksville Rd.,
Independence, Ohio 44131.   

DTJ events coming up:  December
18, Christmas “Vanocka” Bread pick up.
Go to:
https://www.dtjtaborville.com/events.htm
for more details.

Congrats to the 50/50 winners:  Mary
Ann, Bruce, and Kris. 

Thank you, Mary Ann, for the Clean

Josephine’s, cheesy taters, Susie Qs, and
spice cake.  As always, you out do your-
self making sure we have a great snack! 
Our next meeting will be December 15
at 10:30 a.m. for a potluck at the DTJ.    

Come to a meeting and enjoy recon-
necting with friends. We would love to
see you again!  Also, enjoy a tasty
snack.

Fraternally, 
Annette Reichman
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In Memoriam

Claim Name Lodge Location Date of Death Age  
54912 Houts, Phyllis J. 2 WOOSTER, OH 09/22/22 82
54917 Urbanic, Robert L. 4 PITTSBURGH, PA 09/19/21 75
54928 Brezo, Charles J. 4 NEW DERRY, PA 05/04/18 90
54922 Jandacek, Carmella M. 7 LA GRANGE PARK, IL 08/31/22 84
54937 Jerabek, Charles D. 30 ST. LOUIS, MO 10/05/22 77
54939 Lazansky, Donna M. 66 CHOKOLOSKEE, FL 10/14/22 71
54940 Hanson, Virginia B. 77 LEMONT, IL 08/26/22 90
54941 Hanson, Virginia B. 77 LEMONT, IL 08/26/22 90
54942 Hanson, Virginia B. 77 LEMONT, IL 08/26/22 90
54902 Hendrix, Jimmy 91 CHICAGO, IL 07/22/22 78
54931 Henderson, Joseph 91 CHICAGO, IL 10/04/22 70
54927 Dooley, Laverne F. 99 SAN PABLO, CA 10/15/22 86
54911 Borowski, Gregory T. 170 GAINESVILLE, GA 04/27/21 72
54919 Slak, Ruth A. 170 STICKNEY, IL 08/13/18 99
54916 Clarke, Molly Jean 210 DUNDEE, MN 09/25/22 17
54918 Zabransky, Steven W. 211 LAKEWOOD, NJ 03/04/16 63
54906 Paul, Robert J. 219 HINCKLEY, OH 03/20/22 93
54935 Ogurchak, Joseph G. 219 WADSWORTH, OH 01/18/22 83
54936 Ogurchak, Joseph G. 219 WADSWORTH, OH 01/18/22 83
54904 Nauta, Blanche 252 BOTHELL, WA 07/29/20 94
54908 Taylor, Willie 302 WILLOWBROOK, IL 03/18/22 76
54932 Williams, Henry 302 CHICAGO, IL 07/24/22 73
54901 Sabo, George B. 310 MOUNDSVILLE, WV 09/20/22 73
54924 Rymanowicz, Mary 366 MILAN, MI 02/18/22 94
54926 Kuta, Barbara M. 372 MAPLE HEIGHTS, OH 10/19/20 81
54938 Krecow, Winfred A. 372 CLEVELAND, OH 12/30/17 80
54915 Bazin, Michael S. 377 OURAY, CO 08/06/22 75
54923 Shaffner, Joan E. 404 FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS, IL 10/06/22 84
54925 Summers, Lee C. 422 BROOKLYN, NY 10/03/22 71
54929 Anderson, Alice 422 BROOKLYN, NY 10/26/22 73
54934 Klein, Roger A. 428 BALTIMORE, MD 10/25/22 63
54933 Mosley, Charlie 448 ROCHESTER, NY 08/28/22 73
54907 Piller, Dawn M. 450 CHENANGO FKS, NY 12/12/20 72
54910 Lillie, Patricia M. 450 JOHNSON CITY, NY 03/27/22 67
54921 Krenek, James J. 458 SAN JOSE, CA 11/09/21 89
54903 Wcela, Emil A. 469 LK RONKONKOMA, NY 05/21/22 91
54914 Crosby, James F. 475 ELGIN, IL 10/07/22 83
54909 Yates, Jean 479 MEDIA, PA 10/03/22 93
54920 Warga, Maryann 479 CONWAY, PA 03/04/22 88
54905 Schwartz, Mark R. 484 CHULA VISTA, CA 02/03/22 74
54913 Pohlig, Albert R. 484 NEWARK, DE 04/25/22 98
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Lodge DuPage Pioneers/Edison No.
409, Lombard, Illinois – Our
November 15, 2022 meeting was a pre-
Thanksgiving celebration for our lodge.
Eleven members gathered at the
Westchester Inn Czech Restaurant for
lunch and fun.  

This lunch served as our lodge’s
Election of Officers for 2023.
Sis. Joann Nekolny made a motion to
poll present officers to determine if they
would accept their assignment for
another year.  It was unanimous! All
Officers were willing and able to serve
the lodge in 2023. 

Sis. Lisa had just returned from a
Viking River Cruise on the Danube trav-
eling through Germany, Austria,
Hungary, and Bratislava in Slovakia,
with her departure for home from
Switzerland.  She gave us highlights of
her trip and treated members to choco-
lates wrapped in pictures of some of the
places she visited.  Members plied her
with questions about the sites, towns,
food, and her activities on board the
ship.  She also attended the Moravian
Cultural Society’s “A Night at the
Hospoda,” an Octoberfest event featur-
ing food, beer and music.  Lisa even
persuaded her cousin to travel from
Palatine to attend Sokol Spirit in
Brookfield with her!  A good time was

had by all!
To honor his military service, Bro.

Jim Wozniak is now eligible to attend
Honor Flights.  These flights celebrate
our nation’s military with a trip to
Washington, D.C.  Honor Flights will
resume in the Spring of 2023.  

We were happy to see Sis. Helene
Schaefer looking fit and happy.  Helene
will continue being the lodge’s delegate
to Tabor Hills in Naperville, Illinois.
Tabor Hills is on sound financial footing
and remains a premier retirement and
long-term care facility.

Sis. Helen Gaydusek and daughter
Karole enjoyed lunch and will be attend-
ing our Christmas lunch as well. 

Members discussed holiday plans.
Most will be in town with family and
friends.  Jim and Judy Wozniak, usually
out of town visiting kids and grandkids,

will be with their son who resides near-
by.  

Our Christmas Extravaganza will be
held at McCook Restaurant in McCook,
Illinois.  Members will hold their tradi-
tional Christmas Card Exchange, eat
great Czech food, sing carols, and hold
their first St. Nick Auction courtesy of a
surprise donation from Sis. Lisa.  The
plan being that the winner of the auction
will have the responsibility to return the
gift next year to be auctioned again.
Members can’t wait to see what the gift
will be!  

Wishing a Merry Christmas to all
CSA members and families.  May 2023
be a year of good health, wealth, and
great happiness!

Veselé Vánoce! 
Gerri Romanelli

Lodge Happenings

Christmas Extravaganza to Feature First St.
Nick Auction 

Lodge Groveton No. 4, Coraopolis,
Pennsylvania – Hello, Brothers and
Sisters! We held our officer elections at
our November meeting. Patty Yurkovich
will be our new Secretary. The follow-
ing officers agreed to continue their
roles: President Terilyn Bichler, Vice
President Chester Yurkovich, Treasurer
Terry Placek, Guide and Sentry Vince
Shulin, and Scribe Hunter Rae
Yurkovich. We will install our officers

soon!
On November 16, we celebrated our

Lodge Recognition Dinner and
Christmas Party at All Star Sports Bar.
We will finish 2022 off with one more
meeting at Groveton Fire Hall on
December 7. If anyone is interested in
more information, please contact Terry
Placek at tffplace@verzion.net.

Lodge Groveton would like to send
you and yours the very best wishes this

holiday season. May you all find health,
happiness, and peace during the holiday
season and throughout the coming year!

Fraternally,
Sis. Hunter Rae Yurkovich 

Election of Officers and Lodge Recognition
Dinner
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Lodge Yankee-Jungmann No. 77,
North Riverside, Illinois – Our lodge
held its annual Halloween party. Eunice
Semple was Santa Claus, Margaret
Jasinski was the elf, Cindy Bueneman
was a pumpkin, Kathy Riha was the
Great Magician, and Mary Ellen Janda

was a doctor. A table was set up with
Halloween and miscellaneous other
prizes until all were given away.

This time of year, we pick a restau-
rant for our Christmas party. Years ago,
there were so many Bohemian restau-
rants to choose from in Berwyn, Cicero,

Riverside, and Brookfield. One of the
last remaining was the Bohemian
Crystal. Sadly, they closed on October
4. There are now only two local restau-
rants to choose from. We chose the
McCook Family Restaurant. They fea-
ture many Bohemian items such as
duck, roast pork, breaded pork tender-
loin, and polish sausage.

Many old ethnic neighborhood
restaurants have disappeared through
the years. The younger generations have
spread out to the suburbs or different
states. It’s kind of sad to witness.

Our lodge wants to wish everyone a
Merry Christmas. It’s not just a holiday
for giving but also remembering family
members near and far away. Keep lov-
ing everyone living and those who have
passed away.

Fraternally,
Mary Ellen Janda

Remembering Old Ethnic Restaurants
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Lodge Sokol Pilsen No. 434, Oak Brook, Illinois – Lodge
Sokol Pilsen No. 434 met on November 13, 2022 at Mike and
Catherine Malusa’s home in Norwood Park Township for their
monthly meeting.  The meeting was for the purpose of elect-
ing the Lodge Officers for 2023.   The issue was discussed
thoroughly.  It was decided, after discussing how the past year
was so hectic with everything that happened, to retain our pre-
sent officers.  We zoomed Stan and Candy Papuga so they
could have some input in deciding on electing the Lodge
Officers.  Stan and Candy are now living in Florida and they
agreed that the present officers should remain in office.     

We went on to discuss the regular lodge business.  Then,
we congratulated our Vice President Frank Francis and his

wife MaryLou on becoming great-grandparents again, and
members Mike and Catherine Malusa on becoming grandpar-
ents again as their two sons who are lodge members presented
them with new babies.

Michael and Michelle Malusa had a baby girl, Siena
Catherine, born November 2, 2022, and Carmen and Nicole
Malusa had a baby boy, Marco Nicholas Malusa, born
November 3, 2022.

The meeting was then adjourned and we agreed to not meet
in December and just let our families enjoy the holidays.

Fraternally,
Andy Bultas 

Lodge Officers Retained
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Just Kids
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Czech to English

Send Just Kids your stories, riddles, etc.
Mail: Just Kids, c/o the CSA Journal, 

P.O. Box 249, Lombard, IL 60148

Email to: CSAJournalEditor@gmail.com

JJuuss tt   KKiiddssProsinec…………….......……….December  (pro-si-nec)
Svatý Mikůláš………....Saint Nicklas  (sva-ty Mik-u-las)
Dárky………………………………….presents  (dár-ky)
Štědrý večer………...….Christmas Eve  (Štěd-rý ve-čer)
Kapr……………….......……………………carp  (ka-pr)
Vánoční koledy...….Christmas Caroles (ván-oč-ní ko-le-dy)
Sáně…………….........……………………sleigh  (sán-ě)
Perník………….........……………ginger bread  (per-ník)
Sněží…………...........…………….It is snowing  (sně-ží)
Krásné svátky.....…..... Happy Holidays (krás-né svát-ky)
Šťastný nový rok.….Happy New Year  (Šťast-ný no-vý rok)



Give a Gift
to Help CSA

Support
Scholars

See page 27.


